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Mafalda Esteves is a social psychologist and junior researcher at the Centre for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra
since 2015, currently co-coordinator at the national level of the European project Colourful Childhood: Empowering
LGBTIQ children in vulnerable contexts to combat gender-based violence across Europe (2022-2024). She has been a
member of European projects such as "INTIMATE: Citizenship, Care and Choice: The Micropolitics of Intimacy in Southern
Europe" (2014-2019) (ERC St Grant) and "Diversity and Childhood - Changing social attitudes towards gender diversity in
children across Europe" (2019-2021). She is also a PhD student in Psychology at CIS/ISCTE-IUL where she is developing a
thesis entitled "Invisible sexualities: intimate citizenship and psychosocial well-being in bisexuality". Master in Psychosocial
Investigation and Intervention at the Universitat de Barcelona with a dissertation on Community Action and individual
Empowerment from. In Barcelona she developed scientific and professional work in the field of Social and Community
Psychology, namely in community projects aimed at promoting social networks to reduce social isolation at a local level
and also in psychosocial projects that were using art as a tool for social transformation (teatre of oppressed methology
from Boal). She is a member of Thematic Line 2 - Democracy, Justice and Human Rights, of the Working Group: GPS-Grupo
de pesquisa em Sexualidades and member of the coordination of the SHARP Talks - Sexuality, Health and Human Rights.
Her current research interests include critical approaches in Social Psychology, social movements and civic participation,
mental health, childhood and youth; sexual and gender diversity across the life course, childhood in vulnerable contexts;
LGBTQIA+ activisms, mental healh, children and youth, hate speech and sexual and reproductive rights. 
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Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

Institut de Govern i Politiques
Publiques /Universidade Autònoma
de Barcelona

Other type of
qualification

Participació Ciutadana 2011

Facultat Psicologia - Universitat de
Barcelona

M.Sc. Màster d'Intervenció Psicosocial 2010

Universidade de Coimbra -
Faculdade de Psicologia e de
Ciências da Educação

Licenciate Psicologia 2007

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year

1 Laura Sumalla Giralt “El papel del Plan Comunitario
de la Barceloneta en la
promoción del Capital Social
en el
territorio”

English ISCTE-IUL 2012

Total Citations

Web of Science® 0

Scopus 2

Publications

1 Esteves, M. (2024). Key recommendations for the implementation of policies concerning LGBTIQ+ children.
Sexuality, Gender and Policies.

2 Esteves, M. & Mara Pieri (2023). At the Fringes of Pride Politics. lambda nordica. 28 (2-3), 82-110

3 Esteves, M., Santos, AC & Alexandra Santos (2021). Zonas de liberdade LGBTI+? Práticas e gramáticas para
uma intervenção profissional inclusiva com crianças e jovens LGBTI+. Ex aequo. 44, 145-161
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 8
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1 Jose Antonio Langarita, Esteves, M., Lucas Platero & Miguel Angel Sáenz (2024). LGBTIQ+ children’s in
vulnerable context: needs, experiences and resistances.

1 Esteves, M. & Moleiro, C. (2023). Pride and prejudice? Experiences of bisexual activists in Portugal. In Hellne
Bowes-Catton &amp; Kaye McLelland (Ed.), International Handbook of Bisexuality. London: Palgrave.

2 Esteves, M. (2023). Bisexual Citizenship in Portugal. In Ana Cristina Santos (Ed.), LGBTQ+ Intimacies in
Southern Europe: Citizenship, Care and Choice. (pp. 35). Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave mcmillan.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 2

3 Santos, AC, Esteves, M. & Santos, A. (2023). Who wants to be queer at school? Discussing gender and sexual
diversity with children and staff in Portuguese schools. In Jose António Langarita, Ana Cristina Santos,
Marisela Montenegro &amp; Mojca Ureck (Ed.), Child-Friendly Perspectives on Gender and Sexual Diversity
Beyond Adultcentrism. (pp. 64-79). London: Routledge.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1

4 Esteves, M. (2022). Bisexual intimate citizenship in Portugal. In Santos, Ana Cristina (Ed.), Citizenship, Care and
Choice: LGBTQ+ Intimacies in Southern Europe . Londres: Palgrave.

5 Esteves, M. (2022). Discriminações interseccionais nas trajetórias de crianças e jovens LGBTI+ e de género
diverso em Portugal. In Ana Sofia Neves e Mafalda Ferreira (Ed.), nvestigação e prática: Abordagens
interdisciplinares sobre a saúde e bem-estar das pessoas LGBTI+. Porto : Associação Plano I.

6 Esteves, M. (2022). Discriminações interseccionais nas trajetórias de crianças e jovens LGBTI+ e de género
diverso em Portugal. In Investigação e prática: Abordagens interdisciplinares sobre a saúde e bem-estar das
pessoas LGBTI+. (pp. 94-123). Porto: Associação Plano i.

7 Simões, J. A., Campos, R. , Pereira, I., Esteves, M. & Nofre, J. (2018). Digital Activism, Political Participation and
Social Movements in Times of Crisis. In Isabel David (Ed.), Crisis, Austerity, and Transformation - How
Disciplinary Neoliberalism Is  Changing Portugal. (pp. 71-90). London: Lexington Books.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 8

1 Esteves, M. & Carmona, M.  (2012). IV Conferência Internacional de Psicología Comunitaria. Barcelona .

2 Esteves, M. & Carmona, M. Fernández; R. Serrano, J.;  (2009). IX Congreso Nacional de Psicologia Social: Actas.
Universidade Rovira i Virgili . Tarragona.

1 Esteves, M. & Moleiro, C. (2024). From invisibilisation to transgression: A qualitative analysis of the
experiences of bisexual people in Portugal. III International Congress on Gender, Feminist and Women's
Studies: Knowledge, Public Policies and Social Justice.
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2 Esteves, M. & Moleiro, C. (2023). Bisexuality, intimate citizenship and psychosocial well-being: Perceptions of
bisexual activists in Portugal. LGBTQI+ Studies | Preconference for the 19th General Meeting of the European
Association of Social Psychology.

3 Esteves, M. & Santos, AC (2023). "Diversidade sexual e de género na infância em Portugal: entre o poder (cis-
hetero)normativo e a autodeterminação". Encontros 40 anos de Despenalização da Homossexualidade:
História LGBTI+ em Portugal.

4 Esteves, M. (2023). "O papel de profissionais no  combate à Discriminação e Violência contra  crianças e
jovens LGBTIQ+ . Dia Internacional do Serviço Social: "Respeitar a diversidade através da ação social
conjunta".

5 Esteves, M. & Santos, AC (2023). Entre violências e resistências: Infância LGBTQI+ durante a pandemia. XII
Congresso Português de Sociologia: Sociedades polarizadas? Desafios para a Sociologia.

6 Esteves, M. & Santos, AC (2023). Between violence and resistance: LGBTQI+ children during the Covid-19
pandemic in Portugal. Midterm Conference of the European Sociological Association - Research Network
Sexuality "Making a Difference: the Hope and Promise of Sexuality Studies.

7 Esteves, M. & Moleiro, C. (2022). Nas margens do ativismo LGBTI+ em Portugal: Experiências e discursos
ativistas bissexuais. Conferência 40 anos de Despenalização da Homossexualidade.

8 Esteves, M., Moleiro, C. & Santos, AC (2018). “Pride and prejudice: A reality of bisexuality in Portugal”.
FUTURESEX 2018.

9 Esteves, M., Moleiro, C. & Santos, AC (2018). Bisexual activism in Portugal – Public participation or not? . BPS
Psychology of Sexualities 20th Anniversary Conference 1998-2018: Reflecting Back, Looking Forwards.

10 Esteves, M., Moleiro, C. & Santos, AC (2017). De la invisibilización a la transgresión: diálogos con la
bissexualidade. IV European Geographies of Sexualities Conference, Barcelona.

11 Esteves, M., Moleiro, C. & Santos, AC (2017). Sexualidades invisíveis: Cidadania íntima e bem-estar
psicossocial. XIII PhD Meeting in Social and Organizational Psychology, Doctoral Programme of ISCTE.

12 Esteves, M., Moleiro, C. & Santos, AC (2017). Quem teme a bissexualidade? Entre a invisibilização de uma
identidades e a criação de novos palcos de luta. III Conferência Internacional CIVE MORUM.

13 Esteves, M. (2015). Novos palcos de luta: A relevância das redes sociais: Facebook.  Conferência Final do
projeto Activismo Juvenil em Rede: médias digitais, movimentos sociais e cultura participativa entre jovens
activistas .

14 Esteves, M. (2015). Participação Cívica na Juventude Portuguesa e Novos Espaços de Cidadania. V Colóquio
Internacional de Doutorandos/as do CES: Poderes Emergentes, Continuidades e Transformações.

15 Esteves, M. & Simões, J. (2014). Entre o digital e não digital: Novos Palco de Luta e o caso do Facebook.
Simpósio Jovis: Els Joves avui: Sistema, Antisistema o Altersistema?.

16 Esteves, M. & Lopes, C.  (2010). “Valores, atitudes e comportamentos face ao crédito e ao consumo” . XI
Congreso Nacional Psicologia Social: Sociedad, Trabajo y Medio Ambiente.
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1 Esteves, M. (2021). Recensão crítica a Emiel Maliepaard &amp; Renate Baumgartner (2020), Bisexuality in
Europe: Sexual Citizenship, Romantic Relationships, and Bi+ Identities, Londres: Routledge, 222. ex æquo . 43,
192-195

1 Esteves, M. (2023). Investigação explora a invisibilidade do ativismo bissexual. Investigação explora a
invisibilidade do ativismo bissexual.

2 Esteves, M. (2018). Bissexualidade: Até quando uma sexualidade invisível?. Sociedade Portuguesa de
Sexologia Clínica.

1 Santos, AC & Esteves, M. (2023). National Report on LGBTIQ+ children in vulnerable contexts - Portugal .

2 Esteves, M. (2023). National Reports and Integrative Analytical Report on LGBTIQ+ children in vulnerable
contexts.

3 Santos, AC & Esteves, M. (2021). Comparative analysis on Violence against LGBTI+ Children.

4 Esteves, M., Santos, AC & Ana Cristina Santos, Mafalda Esteves, Alexandra Santos (2021). Relatório Nacional:
Violência contra crianças e jovens LGBTI+ e de género diverso.

Research Networks

Research Network Name Representative Role Period

LGBTIplus-inequalities LGBTI+ Social and
Economical (in)equalities  (COST Action)

Member 2020 - 2024

Professional Associations

Associação Portuguesa de Sociologia  (Since 2023)

American Psychological Association (Div. 44) (2022 - 2024)

Membro de LGBTIplus-inequalities LGBTI+ Social and Economical (in)equalities (COST Action - CA19103) (Since 2022)

Associação Portuguesa de Estudos Sobre as Mulheres
 (2018 - 2021)

 Associação Portuguesa de Estudos sobre as Mulheres – APEM (Since 2016)

Associação Sócio-cultural: Averlasailas: Teatro de lo Posible”: http://averlasailas.org/;  (Since 2012)

Ordem dos Psicólogos Portugueses (OPP)
(https://www.ordemdospsicologos.pt/pt) (Since 2010)

Portuguese Psychologists Association (Since 2009)

5

https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/recensao-critica-a-emiel-maliepaard-amp-renate-baumgartner-2020-bisexuality-in-europe-sexual/85096
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/recensao-critica-a-emiel-maliepaard-amp-renate-baumgartner-2020-bisexuality-in-europe-sexual/85096
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/recensao-critica-a-emiel-maliepaard-amp-renate-baumgartner-2020-bisexuality-in-europe-sexual/85096
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/investigacao-explora-a-invisibilidade-do-ativismo-bissexual/99189
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/investigacao-explora-a-invisibilidade-do-ativismo-bissexual/99189
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/bissexualidade-ate-quando-uma-sexualidade-invisivel/85095
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/bissexualidade-ate-quando-uma-sexualidade-invisivel/85095
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/national-report-on-lgbtiq-children-in-vulnerable-contexts---portugal-/100039
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/national-reports-and-integrative-analytical-report-on-lgbtiq-children-in-vulnerable-contexts/100038
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/national-reports-and-integrative-analytical-report-on-lgbtiq-children-in-vulnerable-contexts/100038
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/comparative-analysis-on-violence-against-lgbti-children/99658
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/relatorio-nacional-violencia-contra-criancas-e-jovens-lgbti-e-de-genero-diverso/99657
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/relatorio-nacional-violencia-contra-criancas-e-jovens-lgbti-e-de-genero-diverso/99657


 
 

Society for the Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity (Div. 44). American Psychological Association  (--)

PORTUGUESE WOMEN'S STUDIES ASSOCIATION (--)

Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of
Organization/Coordination

Event Title Organizer Year

Member of scientific event
committee

International Conference on Sexual Diversity
Studies in Ibero-America: Desires, Spaces
and Identities.

Laboratório Ibero-
Americano para o
Estudo Sócio-
Histórico das
Sexualidades (Rede
LIESS) e pela
Universitat de
Girona

2024

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Membro da organização da mesa-redonda
Resisting the campaigns against "gender
ideology". Activisms across Europe.
Palestrantes convidados: Bea Sándor;
Daniela Filipe Bento; Kamil Maczuga &amp;
Marc Angel.

2022

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Micropolíticas de la intimidad LGBTQ+ en
Europa del Sur.

2019

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Micropolíticas de la intimidad LGBTQ+ en
Europa del Sur.

2019

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Queering Friendship | citizenship, care and
choice. Conferência final do projeto
INTIMATE "Cidadania, Cuidado e Escolha: A
Micropolítica da Intimidade na Europa do Sul
(2014-2019) [Link:
https://www.ces.uc.pt/intimate/index.php?id
=10437&amp;id_lingua=2&amp;pag=10452 ].

2018

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Queering Friendship INTIMATE Research
project

2018

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

II CONFERÊNCIA INTERNACIONAL GÉNERO,
SEXUALIDADES E INTERSECCIONALIDADE
(http://www.cis.iscte-
iul.pt/Events.aspx?Lang=pt&amp;id=82)

2018

Coordination of scientific event
(with scientific committee) at
ISCTE-IUL

II International Conference on Gender,
Sexualities and Interseccionality

CIS-ISCTE Since
2018

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

The INTIMATE Summer School "The Good,
the Bad and the Monster. Queers, Crips and
(Other) Misfits off the edge of the map" aim
to explore who are the contemporary
monsters, what are the dichotomies they
challenge and how narratives on monsters
contribute to definitions of human.

2018

Member of free course/summer
school's organizing committee

Summer School: "The Good, the Bad and the
Monster. Queers, Crips and (Other) Misfits
off the edge of the map"

Centro de Estudos
Sociais

2018

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

INTIMATE Seminar (in colaboration with
Human Rights PhD Programme) with
Calogero Giametta (Centre of International
Research of Sciences Po) - "The Sexual
Politics of Asylum".

2018
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Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Organização do Debate: "Gestational
Surrogacy in Southern Europe". Org:
Associação Portuguesa de Estudos sobre as
Mulheres – APEM e INTIMATE.

2017

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

2nd  INTIMATE International Conference:
Queering Parenting

Centro de Estudos
Sociais

2017

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

2nd  INTIMATE International Conference:
Queering Parenting - Segunda conferência
internacional organizada no ambito do
projeto INTIMATE – Cidadania, Cuidado e
Escolha: A Micropolítica da Intimidade na
Europa do Sul
(https://www.ces.uc.pt/intimate/index.php?id
=10437&amp;id_lingua=2&amp;pag=10452)

2017

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Seminário intitulado: "USVreact: abordaje
feminista de las violencias sexuales en la
universidad".

2017

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

INTIMATE Seminar "LES friendly: visibilidade
lésbica no espaço público"

2016

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Organização do debate: "Diversidade sexual,
religião e violência".
 Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian (Lisboa)

Since
2016

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

1st INTIMATE International Conference:
Queering Partnering: primeira conferência
internacional do projeto INTIMATE -
Cidadania, Cuidado e Escolha: A Micropolítica
da Intimidade na Europa do Sul.

2016

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

1st International Conference: Queering
Partnering

Centro de Estudos
Sociais

2016

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

IV International Conference in Community
Psychology

Universitat
Barcelona/
Universitat
Autonoma de
Barcelona

2012

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Membro da comissão de organização da IV
Conferencia Internacional de Psicologia
Comunitaria: Comunidad y Politica en un
mundo en crisis: repensanso la acción
comunitária en el nuevo siglo.

2012

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

VII Encuentro Internacional de Teatro y
Educación 'Luchando contra el racismo a
través del teatro' (mais informações em
http://www.artezblai.com/artezblai/vii-
encuentro-internacional-de-teatro-y-
educacion-luchando-contra-el-racismo-a-
traves-del-teatro.html)

2011

Diffusion Activities

Activity Type Event Title Activity Description Year

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Mafalda Esteves // Talks about Equality Interview 2023
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