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Fedele, A. & White Joanna (2018). Birthing matters in Portugal: introduction. In this introduction to the
collection ¢Birthing matters in Portugal,¢ the contributions of anthropology to the understanding of childbirth
as social practice are outlined. Portugal is a country with one of the highest rates of medical intervention in
childbirth in Europe, and widespread and diverse opposition to current medicalised approaches to birthing
care in Portugal are becoming increasingly.
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2 Fedele, A. (2018). When homebirth sgoes wrong;: holistic mothers who end up giving birth in a Portuguese
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mothering is an umbrella term, used here to describe different mothering choices based on the assumption
that pregnancy, birthing and early mothering are important spiritual experiences for the mother and the
child, but also for the father. In Portugal, many holistic mothers choose homebirth and avoid what.
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