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Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

University of Ulster PhD D Phil in Sociology 1999

Queen's University Belfast Aggregation 2.1 Hons. BA in Sociology/Psychology 1992

Total Citations

Web of Science® 632

Scopus 1033

Publications

1 Cairns, D. (N/A). ‘It's not a permanent thing’: Projectification and precarity in higher education research
careers. Higher Education Research and Development. N/A

2 Cairns, D. (N/A). Moving beyond adjunctification in Portugal’s universities: Research and Development Unit
Directors’ perspectives. Higher Education Policy. N/A

3 Cairns, D. (2025). Researchers in Portugal: The brain drain, circulation and digital nomadism nexus.
International Migration. 63 (4)

4 Allaste, A.-A. & Cairns, D. (2025). Becoming a digital citizen in Estonia? New migrants’ interpretations of their
digital participation. Journal of Applied Youth Studies. 8 (2), 269-286
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 5

5 Cairns, D. (2024). Moving from migration to mobilities: Spatial distinction and the mobilities/transitions nexus
in the development of research careers. Journal of Applied Youth Studies. 7 (4), 487-503
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1

6 Cairns, D. (2024). 'You’re working, but you’re not working:’ Academic precarity, ambivalence and the use of
researchers as factotums. British Journal of Sociology of Education. 45 (5), 708-722
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 6
 - Times Cited Scopus: 6
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 9

7 Clemente, M., Sierra-Rodríguez, A. & Cairns, D. (2024). Anti-trafficking professionals and institutionalized
violence in Spain: An exploratory study. Social Sciences. 13 (6)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/becoming-a-digital-citizen-in-estonia-new-migrants-interpretations-of-their-digital-participation/104020
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/moving-from-migration-to-mobilities-spatial-distinction-and-the-mobilitiestransitions-nexus-in-the/104882
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/youre-working-but-youre-not-working-academic-precarity-ambivalence-and-the-use-of-researchers-as/104300
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/youre-working-but-youre-not-working-academic-precarity-ambivalence-and-the-use-of-researchers-as/104300
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/anti-trafficking-professionals-and-institutionalized-violence-in-spain-an-exploratory-study/104441
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/anti-trafficking-professionals-and-institutionalized-violence-in-spain-an-exploratory-study/104441


8 França, T., Cairns, D., Malet Calvo, D. & Azevedo, L. F. de (2023). Lisbon, the Portuguese Erasmus city? Mis-
match between representation in urban policies and international student experiences. Journal of Urban
Affairs. 45 (9), 1664-1678
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 12
 - Times Cited Scopus: 11
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 23

9 Cairns, D., França, T., Malet Calvo, D. & Azevedo, L. F. de (2022). Immobility, precarity and the Covid-19
pandemic: the impact of lockdown on international students in Portugal. Journal of Youth Studies. 25 (9),
1301-1315
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 27
 - Times Cited Scopus: 29
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 43

10 Malet Calvo, D., Cairns, D., França, T. & Azevedo, L. F. de (2022). ‘There was no freedom to leave’: Global South
international students in Portugal during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Policy Futures in Education. 20 (4), 382-401
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 44
 - Times Cited Scopus: 41
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 77

11 Azevedo, L. F. de, França, T. & Cairns, D. (2022). “You’re better being poor here”: Migration decision-making
and political and lifestyle considerations among qualified Brazilians in Portugal. Migraciones. 56, 1-16
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4

12 Cairns, D. & França, T. (2022). Managing student mobility during the COVID-19 Pandemic: An immobility turn
in internationalized learning?. Societies. 12 (4)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 13
 - Times Cited Scopus: 11
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 19

13 Cairns, D. (2022). Mobility, precarity and productivity: The uncertain expansion and migration of science in
Portugal. Portuguese Journal of Social Science. 21 (1), 95-108

14 Cairns, D., França, T., Malet Calvo, D. & Azevedo, L. F. de (2021). An immobility turn? The Covid-19 pandemic,
mobility capital and international students in Portugal. Mobilities. 16 (6), 874-887
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 42
 - Times Cited Scopus: 46
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 74

15 Malet Calvo, D., Cairns, D. & França, T. (2020). Southern Europe perspectives on international student
mobility. Portuguese Journal of Social Science. 19 (2-3), 129-135
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3

16 Sargsyan, M. & Cairns, D. (2020). Home or away? Pathways to employment for the highly qualified in Armenia
after the velvet revolution. Young. 28 (3), 259-274
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 3
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/mobility-precarity-and-productivity-the-uncertain-expansion-and-migration-of-science-in-portugal/104188
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/southern-europe-perspectives-on-international-student-mobility/82883
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17 Cuzzocrea, V. & Cairns, D. (2020). Mobile moratorium? The case of young people undertaking international
internships. Mobilities. 15 (4), 416-430
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 20
 - Times Cited Scopus: 23
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 27

18 Cairns, D. & França, T. (2020). South-South student migration: Socially integrating students from Portuguese-
speaking Africa at UNILAB, Brazil. Globalisation, Societies and Education. N/A
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 11
 - Times Cited Scopus: 14
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 21

19 Cairns, D. (2019). Researching social inclusion in student mobility: methodological strategies in studying the
Erasmus programme. International Journal of Research and Method in Education. 42 (2), 137-147
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 16
 - Times Cited Scopus: 22
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 62

20 Cairns, D. (2017). The Erasmus undergraduate exchange programme: a highly qualified success story?.
Children's Geographies. 15 (6), 728-740
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 30
 - Times Cited Scopus: 48
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 90

21 Hu, A. & Cairns, D. (2017). Hai Gui or Hai Dai? Chinese student migrants and the role of Norwegian mobility
capital in career success. Young. 15 (2), 174-189
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 20
 - Times Cited Scopus: 27
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 55

22 Cairns, D. (2017). Exploring student mobility and graduate migration: undergraduate mobility propensities in
two economic crisis contexts. Social and Cultural Geography. 18 (3), 336-353
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 18
 - Times Cited Scopus: 26
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 55

23 Cairns, D. (2017). Migration and tertiary educated youth: a reflexive view of mobility decision-making in an
economic crisis context. Children's Geographies. 15 (4), 413-425
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 18
 - Times Cited Scopus: 21
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 29

24 Cairns, D. & Allaste, A.-A. (2016). Contextualising participation in a transition society. Studies of Transition
States and Societies . 8 (2), 101-108
 - Times Cited Scopus: 9
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 7

25 Allaste, A.-A. & Cairns, D. (2016). Introduction: youth political participation in a transition society. Studies of
Transition States and Societies . 8 (2)
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4

26 Cairns, D. (2015). International student mobility in crisis? Understanding post-diploma mobility decision-
making in an economic crisis context. Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas. 79, 9-25
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Scopus: 7
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 19
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/exploring-student-mobility-and-graduate-migration-undergraduate-mobility-propensities-in-two/31694
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/migration-and-tertiary-educated-youth-a-reflexive-view-of-mobility-decision-making-in-an-economic/31695
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27 Huang, L., Damean, D. & Cairns, D. (2015). Social capital and student achievement: exploring the influence of
social relationships on school success in Norway and Romania. Creative Education. 6 (15), 1638-1649
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 5
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 18

28 Cairns, D., Growiec, K. & Alves, Nuno de Almeida (2014). Another ‘Missing Middle’? The marginalised majority
of tertiary-educated youth in Portugal during the economic crisis. Journal of Youth Studies. 17 (8), 1046-1060
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 58
 - Times Cited Scopus: 59
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 118

29 Cairns, D. (2014). Here today, gone tomorrow? Student mobility decision-making in an economic crisis
context. Journal of International Mobility. 2 (14), 185-198
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

30 Cairns, D. (2014). “I wouldn't stay here”: economic crisis and youth mobility in Ireland. International Migration.
52 (3), 236-249
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 60
 - Times Cited Scopus: 60
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 117

31 Cairns, D., Growiec, K. & Smyth, J. (2013). Leaving Northern Ireland: youth mobility field, habitus and recession
among undergraduates in Belfast. British Journal of Sociology of Education. 34 (4), 544-562
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 19
 - Times Cited Scopus: 26
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 55

32 Cairns, D., K. Growiec & Smyth, J. (2012). Spatial reflexivity and undergraduate transitions in the Republic of
Ireland after the Celtic Tiger. Journal of Youth Studies. 15 (7), 841-857
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 17
 - Times Cited Scopus: 25
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 58

33 Cairns, D. (2011). Youth, Precarity and the Future: Undergraduate housing transitions in Portugal during the
economic crisis. Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas. 66 (00), 009-025
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 41

34 Cairns, D. & Smyth, J. (2011). I wouldn’t mind moving actually: exploring student mobility in Northern Ireland.
International Migration. 49 (2), 135-161
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 54
 - Times Cited Scopus: 62
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 129

35 Cairns, D. & Growiec, K. (2010). “I always need my mum”: social capital, social learning and student housing
transitions in Northern Ireland. Youth Studies Ireland. 5 (2)
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1

36 Cairns, D. (2008). Moving in transition: Northern Ireland youth and geographical mobility. Young. 16 (3), 227-
249
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 29
 - Times Cited Scopus: 28
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 56
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    - Scientific journal editor
 

 

 • Books and Book Chapters
    - Book author
 

37 Tiesler, N. C. & Cairns, D. (2007). Representing Islam and Lisbon youth. Portuguese Muslims of Indian-
mozambican origin. Lusotopie. 14 (1), 223-238
 - Times Cited Scopus: 17
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 30

38 Pais, J., Cairns, D. & Pappámikail, L. (2005). Jovens europeus: retrato da diversidade. Tempo Social: Revista de
Sociologia da USP. 17 (2), 109-140

39 Cairns, D. & Smyth, J. (2002). Up off our bellies and onto our knees: symbolic effacement and the Orange
Order in Northern Ireland. Social Identities. 8 (1), 143-160
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 10

40 Cairns, D. (2001). Moving the immovable: discursive challenge and discursive change in Ulster loyalism.
European Journal of Cultural Studies. 4 (1), 85-104
 - Times Cited Scopus: 12
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 15

41 Cairns, D. (2000). The object of sectarianism: the material reality of sectarianism in Ulster Loyalism. Journal of
the Royal Anthropological Institute. 6 (3), 437-452
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 27
 - Times Cited Scopus: 35
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 59

1 França, T., Malet Calvo, D. & Cairns, D. (2021). International student mobility in southern Europe.

1 Cairns, D. (2025). Precarity and the Development of Research Careers in Academia. Springer Science and
Business Media LLC.

2 Cairns, D. & Clemente, M. (2023). The Immobility Turn Mobility, Migration and the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Bristol. Bristol University Press.
 - Times Cited Scopus: 15
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 37

3 Cairns, D. & Sargsyan, M. (2019). Student and Graduate Mobility in Armenia. Basingstoke. Palgrave Macmillan.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 9

4 Cairns, D., Ewa Krzaklewska, Cuzzocrea, V., Valentina Cuzzocrea & A. A. Allaste (2018). Mobility, education and
employability in the European Union: inside erasmus. Cham. Palgrave Macmillan.
 - Times Cited Scopus: 68
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 116

5 Cairns, D., Cuzzocrea, V., Briggs, D. & Veloso, L. (2017). The consequences of mobility: reflexivity, social
inequality and the reproduction of precariousness in highly qualified migration. Basingstoke. Cham.
 - Times Cited Scopus: 56
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 116
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