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Helena Machado is an Invited Coordinating Researcher at CIES-Iscte – Centre for Research and Studies in Sociology,
University Institute of Lisbon. She is the Principal Investigator of the project fAIces – Facial Recognition Technologies: Etho-
Assemblages and Alternative Futures, funded by an Advanced Grant from the European Research Council.
Academic background, areas of specialisation, and research interests: With a PhD in Sociology, her research lies at the
intersection of Science and Technology Studies (STS) and Critical Artificial Intelligence Studies. Her work critically examines
the co-production of science, technology, and social order, with a particular focus on infrastructures of human
identification and their implications for shifting notions of identity, risk, and governance.
Within the fAIces project, she explores the entangled roles of scientists, tech companies, and advocacy networks in shaping
facial recognition technologies and the futures of AI.
Awards and distinctions:
 
 
European Research Council Grants:
 
 
Advanced Grant (2025) – fAIces – Facial Recognition Technologies
 
 
Consolidator Grant (2015) – Exchange Project – Social Studies of Forensic Genetics
 
 
 
 
Scientific Merit Award, University of Minho (2022)
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Women in Science Award – Ciência Viva, Portugal (2019)
 
 
Previous positions: Full Professor in the Department of Sociology, School of Social Sciences, University of Minho
(2017–2025); Director of the School of Social Sciences (2019–2022); Coordinating Researcher at the Centre for Social
Studies, University of Coimbra (2014–2017); Associate Professor (2009–2014) and Assistant Professor (2003–2009) at the
University of Minho.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 • Ph.D. Thesis
    - Ongoing
 

 
    - Concluded
 

Research Interests

Social studies of science and technology; publics involvement; artificial intelligence; forensic genetics.

Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

Universidade do Minho Aggregation - 2009

Universidade do Minho PhD Sociologia – Área de Conhecimento
em Sociologia e Metodologia
Fundamentais

2003

Universidade do Minho Instituto de
Ciências Sociais

M.Sc. Mestrado em História das
Populações

1996

Universidade de Coimbra Licenciate Sociologia 1993

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Laura Neiva Expectativas de agentes
policiais sobre Big Data no
sistema de policiamento e
investigação criminal em
Portugal

English Developing Iscte

2 Maria João Galvão
Victorino Laranjeira Vaz

Turismo e Big Data num
mundo pós-COVID-19

English Developing Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year
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 • M.Sc. Dissertations
    - Ongoing
 

1 Maria João Vaz Tourism and Big Data in a
post-Covid world

Portuguese Institute for
Social
Sciences,
University of
Minho

2024

2 Laura Neiva Expectations from police
officer about Big Data in the
policing system and criminal
investigation in Portugal

Portuguese Institute for
Social
Sciences,
University of
Minho

2024

3 Sara Margarida da
Silva Matos

Vigiar e/ou proteger?” Desafios
da proteção de dados
genéticos no combate à
criminalidade no âmbito do
sistema Prüm

English Iscte 2020

4 Ana Filipa Gamboa
Queirós

Suspeição biogenética:
Controvérsias e expectativas
sobre tecnologias de inferência
fenotípica no contexto de
investigação criminal

English Iscte 2020

5 Marta Filipa Marques
Martins

Casos criminais transnacionais:
Média, peritos forenses e
performatividade da suspeição

English Iscte 2020

6 Rosa Adriana Dias da
Silva

Envelhecer na Prisão:
Processos identitários,
vivências prisionais e
expectativas de reinserção por
reclusos idosos

English Iscte 2019

7 Diana Catarina de
Oliveira Miranda

Tecnologias de identificação
criminal: Trajetórias, usos e
práticas sob diferentes olhares

English Iscte 2017

8 Isabel Maria Nunes
Ventura

Medusa no Palácio da Justiça:
imagens sobre mulheres,
sexualidade e violência a partir
dos discursos e práticas
judiciais

English Iscte 2016

9 Filipe José da Silva
Cardoso Santos

Genética forense, justiça e
média em Portugal: Elementos
de co-produção num estudo
de cinco casos criminais

English Iscte 2015

10 Rasland Costa de
Luna Freire

’Ei, boy, tu quer que eu chore
aqui?’. Representações e
práticas de masculinidade em
Natal (Brasil)

English Iscte 2015

11 Rafaela Patrícia
Gonçalves Granja

Para lá e para cá dos muros:
Relações familiares na
interface entre o interior e o
exterior da prisão

English Iscte 2015

12 Sílvia Andreia da Mota
Gomes

Criminalidade, exclusão social
e racismo: Um estudo
comparativo entre
portugueses, portugueses-
ciganos e imigrantes dos
PALOP e do Leste Europeu

English Iscte 2013

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution
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    - Concluded
 

1 Ana Raquel Reguengo
Gonçalves

Base de dados de perfis
de ADN em Portugal:
passado, presente e
futuro

English Developing Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year

1 Marta Filipa Marques
Martins

Perspetivas públicas em
relação aos biobancos médicos
e para investigação científica
em Portugal

English Iscte 2015

2 Joana Filipa Cerqueira
Ferreira

Experiências em tribunal e
representações sobre a justiça:
O caso das testemunhas

English Iscte 2015

3 Sara Cristina da Silva
Leites

A audição judicial de crianças
em processos de promoção e
proteção: Memórias de jovens
adultos e práticas em tribunal

English Iscte 2015

4 Sara Margarida da
Silva Matos

Perspetivas de casais e de
diretores de biobancos face à
criopreservação do sangue do
cordão umbilical em Portugal

English Iscte 2015

5 Ana Filipa Freitas
Oliveira

Padrões e processos de
comunicação e de tomada de
decisão nas CPCJ e tribunais:
Mediações e plataformas de
consenso

English Iscte 2014

6 Daniela Dias da Costa Presos sem serem presos:
Representações sociais sobre a
profissão e a vida prisional em
guardas prisionais

English Iscte 2014

7 Laura Lamosa Gomes
Jota

Furtos e roubos como ação
coletiva: Olhares e práticas de
reclusos, vítimas e tribunal

English Iscte 2014

8 Ana Carolina Ferreira
Augusto

(In) segurança urbana, infância
e risco

English Iscte 2014

9 Rafaela Adriana
Marques de Sousa

A sociabilidade no Cine-Teatro
Augusto Correia de Vila Nova
de Famalicão (1960-1990)

English Iscte 2014

10 Nathalia Cristina
Evangelista

Casais luso-brasileiros:
Controlo migratório, reação
social e subjetividades no
cotidiano

English Iscte 2014

11 Ricardo Manuel Costa
Vasconcelos

Criminalidade organizada em
Portugal: Um estudo
exploratório

English Iscte 2014

12 Vera Alexandra
Malheiro Pereira

Crianças maltratadas em
contexto familiar. O papel da
Comissão e Proteção de
Crianças e Jovens

English Iscte 2013

13 Cláudia Alexandra
Soares Ferreira

A cor da delinquência?
Articulações entre a etnia
cigana, a família e a escola

English Iscte 2013
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 • Scientific Journals
    - Scientific journal paper
 

14 José Manuel da Silva
Carvalho Ferreira

Criminalidade económica:
entre o crime de ecolarinho
branco e o crime de colarinho
azul – Existirá o crime de
colarinho cinzento?

English Iscte 2013

15 Jacqueline Carvalho
da Silva

As representações sociais
acerca do trabalho da polícia:
O caso do BOPE no YouTube

English Iscte 2012

16 Catarina Flores de
Sousa Braga

Reclusos estrangeiros numa
prisão portuguesa

English Iscte 2012

17 Assunção Patrícia
Ferreira Neves

Representações e expectativas
de mães e pais  intervenientes
em investigações de
paternidade

English Iscte 2011

18 Luís Miguel Calheiros
Cruz Sampaio

O sentido das prisões: Funções
e impactos da reclusão

English Iscte 2011

19 Carina Alexandra
Fernandes

Reinserção sócio-profissional.
Trajectórias de ex-
toxicodependentes com
antecedentes de reclusão

English Iscte 2011

20 Liliana Filipa Martins
Rebelo

Vidas duplas. A prostituta
universitária e/ou licenciada

English Iscte 2009

21 Rosa Adriana Dias da
Silva

'Aqui não se transforma
pessoas. Aqui transforma-se
bandidos'. A reconstrução
identitária nos jovens
institucionalizados em Centro
Educativo

English Iscte 2009

22 Filipe José da Silva
Cardoso Santos

Jornalistas e magistrados:
Perspectivas cruzadas nas
relações entre os media e a
justiça

English Iscte 2009

23 José da Costa Calçada Turismo, saúde e termalismo
sénior: A produção de imagens
dos destinos termais e práticas
sociais

English Iscte 2006

24 Ana Paula Soares
Marques

O turismo em espaço rural no
concelho de Guimarães

English Iscte 2005

Total Citations

Web of Science® 1067

Scopus 1148

Publications

1 Machado, H. & Noronha, S. de. (N/A). Faces of the tropics: Facial recognition, identity and refusal in Mexico.
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Cultural Geographies. N/A

2 Marelli, L., Zimmermann, B., Machado, H., Fiske, A., Gaille, M., Horn, R....Watts, G. (N/A). COVID-19 Health
Certificates: Analysis of policy implementation, framings, and controversies in nine European countries.
Science and Public Policy. N/A

3 Machado, H. (2025). Imaginários tecno-autoritários na América Latina: A contestação das tecnologias de
reconhecimento facial. Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas. 107, 9-27
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1

4 Ann Svensson, Maruška Nardoni, Svalastog, Anna Lydia, Vidmar, Matjaz, Machado, H., Kopilaš,
Vanja...Todorovic, Zoran (2025). Vaccine Hesitancy in Public Healthcare During Pandemics: An International
Study to Inform Management Learning. Health Science Reports. 8 (8)

5 Machado, H., de Freitas, C., Fiske, A., Radhuber, I., Silva, S., Grimaldo-Rodríguez, C. O. ...Marelli, L. (2024).
Performing publics of science in the COVID-19 pandemic: A qualitative study in Austria, Bolivia, Germany, Italy,
Mexico, and Portugal. Public Understanding of Science. 33 (4), 466-482
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 6
 - Times Cited Scopus: 5
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 8

6 Kopilaš, V., Nasadiuk, K., Martinelli, L., Lhotska, L., Todorovic, Z., Vidmar, M....Gajovic, S. (2024). Perspectives on
the COVID-19 vaccination rollout in 17 countries: Reflexive thematic and frequency analysis based on the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) framework. JMIR Human Factors. 11

7 D’Amato, M.E., Joly, Y., Lynch, V., Machado, H., Scudder, N. & Zieger, M (2024). Ethical considerations for
Forensic Genetic Frequency databases: First report conception and development. Forensic Science
International: Genetics. 71
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 7
 - Times Cited Scopus: 7
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 12

8 Machado, H., Silva, Susana & Neiva, Laura (2023). Publics’ views on ethical challenges of artificial intelligence: a
scoping review. AI and Ethics. 5, 139-167
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 40

9 Silva, Susana, Machado, H., Ilaria Galasso, Bettina M Zimmermann & Botrugno, Carlo (2023). Narratives about
distributed health literacy during the COVID-19 pandemic. Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social
Study of Health, Illness and Medicine. 29 (1), 100-117
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

10 Granja, Rafaela & Machado, H. (2023). Forensic DNA phenotyping and its politics of legitimation and
contestation: Views of forensic geneticists in Europe. Social Studies of Science. 53 (6), 1-19
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 34
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 51

11 Neiva, Laura, Machado, Helena & Silva, Susana (2023). The views about Big Data among professionals of
police forces: A scoping review of empirical studies. International Journal of Police Science &amp;
Management. 25 (2), 208-220
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 3
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 11
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/publics-views-on-ethical-challenges-of-artificial-intelligence-a-scoping-review/110437
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/narratives-about-distributed-health-literacy-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/112416
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/forensic-dna-phenotyping-and-its-politics-of-legitimation-and-contestation-views-of-forensic/110397
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-views-about-big-data-among-professionals-of-police-forces-a-scoping-review-of-empirical-studies/110395
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12 Amorim, Mariana, Silva, Susana, Machado, H., Teles, Elisa Leão, Baptista, Maria João, Maia, Tiago...de Freitas,
Cláudia (2022). Benefits and Risks of Sharing Genomic Data for Research: Comparing the Views of Rare
Disease Patients, Informal Carers and Healthcare Professionals. International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health. 19 (14), 8788
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 10
 - Times Cited Scopus: 10
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 18

13 Machado, H. & Silva, Susana (2022). Investigative Genetic Genealogy: An Ethical and Privacy Assessment
Framework Tool Is Needed. Forensic Science Review. 34 (1), 17-19
 - Times Cited Scopus: 6
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 14

14 Machado, H., Granja, Rafaela & Amorim, António (2022). Ethical challenges of merging criminal identification
and civil identification within the Prüm system. Forensic Science International: Genetics. 57, 102660
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

15 Silva, Susana, Machado, H., de Freitas, Cláudia & Lucas, Raquel (2022). Concerns and coping mechanisms
during the first national COVID-19 lockdown: an online prospective study in Portugal. Public Health. 1-8
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 3
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 7

16 Neiva, Laura, Granja, Rafaela & Machado, H. (2022). Big Data applied to criminal investigations: expectations
of professionals of police cooperation in the European Union. Policing and Society. 32  (10), 1167-1179
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 7
 - Times Cited Scopus: 7
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 19

17 Valdez, A., Iftekhar, E., Oliu-Barton, M., Cuschieri, S., Czypionka, T., Dumpis, I....Wilmes, P.  (2022). Europe must
come together to confront Omicron. British Medical Journal. 376
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 21
 - Times Cited Scopus: 19
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 14

18 Czypionka, T., Iftekhar, E., Prainsack, B.,  Priesemann, V.,  Bauer, S., Valdez, C....Wilmes, P. (2022). The benefits,
costs and feasibility of a low incidence COVID-19 strategy. The Lancet regional health. Europe.
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 28
 - Times Cited Scopus: 28
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 30

19 Emil Nafis Iftekhar,  Priesemann, V., Rudi Balling,  Bauer, S., Philippe Beutels, Valdez, A....Willeit, P. (2021). A
look into the future of the COVID-19 pandemic in Europe: an expert consultation. The Lancet Regional Health
- Europe. 8, 100185
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 96
 - Times Cited Scopus: 101
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 142

20  Priesemann, V., Rudi Balling,  Bauer, S., Philippe Beutels, Valdez, A., Cuschieri, S....Willeit, P. (2021). Towards a
European strategy to address the COVID-19 pandemic. The Lancet. 398 (10303), 838-839
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 40
 - Times Cited Scopus: 43
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 57
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21 Amelung, Nina & Machado, H. (2021). Governing expectations of forensic innovations in society: the case of
FDP in Germany. New Genetics and Society. 40 (4), 498-519
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 6
 - Times Cited Scopus: 9
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 14

22 Martinelli, Lucia, Kopilaš, Vanja, Vidmar, Matjaz, Heavin, Ciara, Machado, H., Todorovic, Zoran...Alves, Elisabete
(2021). Face Masks During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Simple Protection Tool With Many Meanings. Frontiers
in Public Health. 8
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 129
 - Times Cited Scopus: 120
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 213

23 Freitas, C., Amorim, M., Machado, H., Teles, E. L., Baptista, M. J., Renedo, A....Silva, S. (2021). Public and patient
involvement in health data governance (DATAGov): protocol of a people-centred, mixed-methods study on
data use and sharing for rare diseases care and research. BMJ Open. 11 (3)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 17
 - Times Cited Scopus: 18
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 29

24 Granja, Rafaela, Machado, H. & Queirós, Filipa (2020). The (De)materialization of Criminal Bodies in Forensic
DNA Phenotyping. Body &amp; Society. 1-25
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 14
 - Times Cited Scopus: 15
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 26

25 Machado, H. & Granja, Rafaela (2020). DNA Transnational Data Journeys and the Constuction of Categories of
Suspicion. Canadian Journal of Communication. 45 (1), 81-89
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 7

26 Samorinha, C., De Freitas, C., Baía, I., Machado, H., E. Vale-Fernandes & Silva, S. (2020). Payment to gamete
donors: equality, gender equity, or solidarity?. Journal of Assisted Reproduction and Genetics. 37 (1), 133-140
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 10
 - Times Cited Scopus: 10

27 Machado, H. & Granja, Rafaela (2019). Risks and benefits of transnational exchange of forensic DNA data in
the EU: The views of professionals operating the Prüm system. Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine. 68, 1-7
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 7
 - Times Cited Scopus: 9
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 20

28 Machado, H., Granja, Rafaela & Amelung, Nina (2019). Constructing Suspicion Through Forensic DNA
Databases in the EU. The Views of the Prüm Professionals. The British Journal of Criminology.
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 20
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