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Liliana Azevedo holds a PhD in Sociology (Iscte - University Institute of Lisbon, Portugal). Her thesis is focused on the return
migration of Portuguese migrant couples to Switzerland at the time of retirement. She approached the issue of return and
non-return migration from a threefold perspective of gender, life course and transnationality.
From 2018 to 2022, she was awarded a PhD scholarship by the FCT, the Portuguese national agency for scientific research
(Ref: SFRH/BD/128722/2017). During this period, she was also an associate doctoral student of nccr - on the move (National
Centre of Competence in Research -The Migration-Mobility Nexus).
In 2023-2024, she carried out a postdoctoral research at the University of Neuchâtel thanks to a Swiss Government
Excellence Grant.
She is also an integrated researcher at CIES-Iscte and an associated researcher at the Emigration Observatory (OEm),
Lisbon. She co-coordinates the Meetings on Migratory Experiences, a joint initiative of CIES-Iscte and CRIA, and co-
organised several national and international meetings and conferences.
Since 2019, she is a member of IMISCOE (SC Families, Welfare, Care and the Life Course), of ESA (European Sociological
Association), APS (Portuguese Sociological Association) and APA (Portuguese Anthropological Association) and, since 2023,
also of the COST Action Transnatinal Families Dynamics in Europe. 
Previously, from 2002 to 2017, she has worked for various national and international NGOs and platforms in the fields of
human rights, in particular women's rights, and development. 
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 • Ph.D. Thesis
    - Ongoing

  

  

 • M.Sc. Dissertations
    - Ongoing

  

Migration; Return migration; Gender and migration; Ageing and mobility; Transnational families; Lifecourse;
Biographical approach; Migration and home-making

Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

ISCTE-IUL PhD Sociologia 2023

ISCTE-IUL M.Sc. Estudos Africanos 2014

Universidades de Lausanne e
Genève

M.Sc. Estudos de Género 2001

Universidade de Lausanne Licenciate Ciências Sociais 1998

External Professional Activities

Period Employer Country Description

2024 - 2025 University of Neuchâtel Switzerland Preparation of research project

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Ana Filipa da Costa
Cândido

Portuguese emigration
and development:
Transnational networks
and spaces

English Developing Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Ana Filipa Ambrósio
Esteves

Long-Term Trajectories:
Preservation and
Negotiation of Cultural
Identity in Portuguese
Emigration

-- Developing Iscte

2 Léanne Marie Martino
Ferrão

Inherited silences in
portuguese migrant
families in France

-- Developing Iscte

3 Maria Inês Barata Andrade Integration of Migrants in
inner Portugal: The case
study of Fundão

-- Developing Iscte
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 • Scientific Journals
    - Scientific journal paper

  

4 Alfa Umaro Djaló Migration of Guinean
graduates to Portugal:
characteristics, integration
and social contribution to
the host country.

-- Developing Iscte

5 Gonçalo Rodrigues Gomes
Martinez

Portuguese in Toulouse:
their perceptions and
expectations regarding the
Vice-Consulate of Portugal.

-- Developing Iscte

Total Citations

Web of Science® 37

Scopus 19

Publications

1 Azevedo, L. (2026). The sensory memory of the researcher: Retrospective and critical reflections on the role of
the senses in migration research. Ethnic and Racial Studies. 49 (7), 1346-1368
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 3
 - Times Cited Scopus: 3
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3

2 Desille, A., Azevedo, L., Estevens, A., Larrabure, S. & McGarrigle, J. (2026). Collaborative filmmaking as a
conveyor of (migrant) women’s embodied experiences in Portuguese academia. Ethnic and Racial Studies. 49
(7), 1369-1389
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3

3 Azevedo, L. (2024). Zonas cinzentas e ângulos mortos: Reflexões em torno da produção de conhecimento nos
estudos sobre migrações portuguesas. Revista Lusófona de Estudos Culturais. 11 (2)

4 Nedelcu, M., Tomás, L., Ravazzini, L. & Azevedo, L. (2024). A retirement mobilities approach to transnational
ageing. Mobilities. 19 (2), 208-226
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 10
 - Times Cited Scopus: 7
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 17

5 Azevedo, L. (2022). Este país é para velhos ? Migrações e envelhecimento em Portugal. Fórum Sociológico. 40
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 13
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 30
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    - Editorial

  

  

 • Books and Book Chapters
    - Book chapter

  

  

 • Conferences/Workshops and Talks

6 Azevedo, L. (2022). Migração de regresso na reforma: Tensões e negociações no casal. CIDADES,
Comunidades e Territórios. 44, 38-52
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 3
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4

1 Azevedo, L., Desille, A. & Pinho, F. (2022). Migração de regresso para Portugal: Revisitar o passado,
compreender o presente. CIDADES, Comunidades e Territórios. 44, iii-x
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 12

1 Azevedo, L. (2025). La migration portugaise en Suisse: Entre changements et continuités. In Philippe Wanner
et Rosita Fibbi (Ed.), Paysage migratoire  au XXIe siècle en Suisse. (pp. 205-224). Zurich: Seismo .
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4

2 Azevedo, L. (2025). Die Zuwanderung aus Portugal in die Schweiz: zwischen Veränderung und Kontinuität. In
Philippe Wanner, Rosita Fibbi  (Ed.), Die Schweizer  Migrationslandschaft  im 21. Jahrhundert. (pp. 211-231).
Zurich: Seismo.

3 Azevedo, L. & Marques, J. (2023). Expetativas de regresso de portugueses residentes na Suíça. In José Carlos
Marques, Pedro Góis (Ed.), O regresso de emigrantes no Portugal contemporâneo. (pp. 105-122). Coimbra :
Almedina.

4 Azevedo, L., Marques, M. & Chimienti, M. (2023). Intenções de regresso de portugueses e portuguesas
residentes na Suíça: Uma abordagem qualitativa . In José Carlos Marques, Pedro Góis (Ed.), O regresso de
emigrantes no Portugal contemporâneo. (pp. 123-152).: Almedina.

5 Azevedo, L., Sontag, K. & Lässer, S. (2021). Student and Retiree Mobilities. In Cohen, JH. &amp; Sirkeci, I. (Ed.),
The Handbook of Culture and Migration . (pp. 248-262).: Edward Elgar Publishing.
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 2

6 Azevedo, L. (2020). Entre lá e cá: Migração, objetos e memórias. In Elsa Lechner, Graça Capinha, Maria Clara
Keating (org.) (Ed.), EM migração EM português: Exílios, retornos, colonizações. (pp. 25-46).: Almedina.

7 Azevedo, L. & Oliveira, A (2016). A igualdade de género nos media em São Tomé e Príncipe . In ACEP (Ed.),
Direitos das Mulheres em São Tomé e Príncipe: Conhecer para Capacitar e Sensibilizar. (pp. 44-106). Lisboa:
ACEP.

8 Azevedo, L. (2009). Mémoire d'une famille portugaise . In Cap Magellan  (Ed.), O Telegrama do Outro Lado do
Rio. Histoire de l’Émigration Portugaise vue par la Deuxième et Troisième génération. (pp. 94-105). Paris : Cap
Magellan.
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    - Publication in conference proceedings

  

  
    - Talk

  

1 Azevedo, L. & Silva, V. C. da. (2022). O biográfico é social: Reflexões em torno de uma prática colaborativa em
sociologia. In Associação Portuguesa de Sociologia (Ed.), XI Congresso Português de Sociologia. Identidades
ao rubro: Diferenças, pertenças e populismos num mundo efervescente. Lisboa: Associação Portuguesa de
Sociologia.

2 Azevedo, L. (2018). Emigrantes portugueses/as na reforma: o caso da Suíça. Mobilidade, envelhecimento,
género e transnacionalidade. In X Congresso Português de Sociologia . Covilhã
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3

1 Azevedo, L., Desille, A., McGarrigle, J., Estevens, A. & Larrabure, S. (2025). “O meu lugar é entre-lugares” : O
género na academia portuguesa através de uma prática colaborativa fílmica. XIII Congresso Português de
Sociologia .

2 Gaspar, S. & Azevedo, L. (2025). Migração de reforma, migração privilegiada? Uma abordagem sociológica
sobre o estatuto de Residente Não Habitual. XIII Congresso Português de Sociologia .

3 Azevedo, L. & Anne Carolina  (2025). Linking ages in migration research: �a critical approach to left-behindness
in childhood and old age. 22nd IMISCOE Annual Conference.

4 Azevedo, L. & Gaspar, S. (2025). Navigating between lifestyle and fiscal benefits: (un)privileged migration to
Portugal. 22nd IMISCOE Annual Conference .

5 Azevedo, L. & Amandine Desille (2025). Festival "A Arte de Ser Migrante": Rethinking the production of
knowledge on Portuguese migrations bridging arts and academia . VI  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE
“COMbART:  Expanded  Epistemologies.  Intersections between the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities .

6 Azevedo, L. (2025). Language as a Marker of Belonging. 11.ª Conferência Internacional do International
Working Group on Pluricentric Languages and their Non-Dominant Varieties.

7 Azevedo, L. (2025). Approche biographique et ethnographe multisituée : étudier le vieillissement et les modes
de ‘faire famille’ en contexte migratoire. Combiner ethnographie et récits de vie pour construire des études
de cas dans le champ des migrations internationales.

8 Azevedo, L. & Borda D'Água, F. (2024). Les œillets dans la rue: regards croisés entre Ana Benavente et José
Morais. Les œillets dans la rue: regards croisés entre Ana Benavente et José Morais.

9 Azevedo, L. (2024). Emotions and Migration:  A Biographical Approach. 16th Conference of the European
Sociological Association .

10 Azevedo, L. (2024). From being «left being» to «staying behind» : Impact of retirement return migration  on
adult (grand)children  . 21st Annual IMISCOE Conference .

11 Azevedo, L. & Bevilacqua, S. (2024). Migration saisonnière et santé: enjeux actuels et questions éthiques . 3e
Forum Santé et Société - Santé: une urgence démocratique .

12 Azevedo, L. (2023). Este país é para velhos? Migrações e envelhecimento em Portugal . 35° Encontro da
Pastoral Social "Envelhecer".
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13 Azevedo, L. (2022). There is no choice but to return. When relocation after retirement is the only option
available. 19th IMISCOE Annual Conference.

14 Azevedo, L. (2022). Return migration in retirement: to what extent it is a free choice? . World History
Association Annual Conference  .

15 Azevedo, L. (2022). Emigração, regresso e circulação. Dinâmicas migratórias entre Portugal e Suíça nos séc. XX
e XXI. Seminário doutoral - Doutoramento em Relações Interculturais da Universidade Aberta .

16 Azevedo, L. (2021). Remigração e mobilidade transnacional no fim da vida profissional: O exemplo de
portugueses/as na Suíça. VII Colóquio Doutoral ESPP.

17 Carvalho da Silva, V. & Azevedo, L. (2021). O biográfico é social: reflexões em torno de uma prática
colaborativa em sociologia. XI Congresso Português de Sociologia.

18 Azevedo, L., Marques, M. & Chimienti, M. (2021). Return aspirations and intentions of recent Portuguese
migrants in Switzerland: a qualitative approach. Regresso de Emigrantes Portugueses: Expectativas e
Experiências.

19 Marques, J.C. & Azevedo, L. (2021). Expectativas de regresso dos portugueses residentes na Suíça. Regresso
de Emigrantes Portugueses: Expectativas e Experiências.

20 Azevedo, L. (2021). Entre les deux, mon cœur balance: le dilemme du retour au moment de la retraite des
Portugais et Portugaises en Suisse. Journée d'étude « Je suis partout et nulle part à la fois »  Emigration et
retour au pays : l'exemple portugais.

21 Azevedo, L. & Tomás, L. (2021). Relocation after retirement: A comparative analysis of 'return' and 'lifestyle'
migrants in the case of Switzerland. 18th IMISCOE Annual Conference.

22 Azevedo, L. (2020). «Ma femme de ménage est portugaise...»: a reflection on the integration of Portuguese
Women in the Swiss labour market. Work without borders: Contemporary perspectives on paid domestic
services and the provision of care in private household.

23 Azevedo, L. (2020). Mulheres portuguesas na Suíça: in/visibilidades em contexto migratório. Colóquio
Internacional «Mulher(es) e poder(es)».

24 Azevedo, L. (2020). Gender dynamics throughout migrants’ life course: The case of older Portuguese migrants
in Switzerland. 17th IMISCOE’s Annual Conference.

25 Azevedo, L. (2020). Thinking migration and home-making through materialities . IMISCOE Spring Conference
2020.

26 Azevedo, L. (2019). Simone de Beauvoir. II Ciclo de Conferências «Literatura Escrita por Mulheres».

27 Azevedo, L. (2019). Portuguese immigrants in Switzerland at retirement age: mobility, transnationalism and
gender. 16th Annual Conference of IMISCOE.

28 Azevedo, L. (2019). Emigração portuguesa para a Suíça: diferenças de género ao longo da vida e perante a
decisão de retorno na reforma. VII Congresso da Associação Portuguesa de Antropologia.

29 Azevedo, L. (2019). Mobility and transnational practices at retirement age. Neuchâtel Conference of Migration
and Mobility Studies.
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Research Projects

Project Title Role in Project Partners Period

Experiences and
expectations of return of
new Portuguese
emigrants: reintegration
and mobilities

Research
Assistant

CIES-Iscte, CES-UC -  (Portugal), IPLeiria - Leader
(Portugal)

2020 - 2022
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Awards

Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship  (2023)

Merit Scholarship for 3rd Cycle Students at Iscte - University Institute of Lisbon (2019)

Merit Scholarship for 3rd Cycle Students at Iscte - University Institute of Lisbon (2018)

Research Networks

Research Network Name Representative Role Period

IMISCOE - SC Families, Welfare, Care and
The Life Course

Member 2019 - 2025

Transnational Family Dynamics in Europe
(Cost Action CA21143)

Member 2023 - 2026

Professional Associations

ESA - European Sociological Association (Since 2019)

Portuguese Anthropological Association (Since 2019)

Member of the Portuguese Association of Sociology (Since 2018)

Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of
Organization/Coordination

Event Title Organizer Year

Member of scientific event
committee

International Conference Migrations and
communication in a planetary age: debates
and action

Univeristy of Minho 2025

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Festival "The Art of Being a Migrant" 2025

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

7th Neuchâtel Graduate Conference of
Migration and Mobility Studies 2024

nccr - on the move 2024

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

21st IMISCOE Annual Conference CIES-Iscte 2024

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Return Intentions of the New Portuguese
Migration to Switzerland: Challenges and
Opportunities

CIES-Iscte; IPLeiria 2022

Coordination of scientific event
(with scientific committee) at
ISCTE-IUL

IMISCOE Standing Committee Older Migrants
Conference

CIES-Iscte 2022 -
2023
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Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Meetings about Migration Experiences CIES-Iscte e CRIA Since
2020

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Emigration  and Return to Portugal –
Debating Theories, Concepts and
Methodologies

2019 -
2020

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

2nd Conference of Sociology - Thinking the
Future

NESISCTE - Núcleo
de Estudantes de
Sociologia do ISCTE

2019

Diffusion Activities

Activity Type Event Title Activity Description Year

Participation in general
diffusion news tv show

The Numbers of Portuguese Emigration Participation in the television
programme ‘Decisão
Nacional’ on RTP
international

2026

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

‘Portugal was not built by sedentary
people.’ The ‘Art of Being a Migrant’
festival kicks off this Thursday in Lisbon.

Interview for the national
radio TSF

2025

Coordination of knowledge
diffusion event

Festival "The Art of Being a Migrant" Four days of activities
(debates, exhibitions,
screenings) on Portuguese
migration for the general
public

2025

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Regressar, Portugal's charm offensive to
bring back its expatriates

Interview for radio
programme, Swiss National
Radio in French (morning
programme, La Matinale)

2025

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Being a migrant is an art form, and there
is a festival that proves it

Interview for BOM DIA, a
digital newspaper of the
diaspora

2025

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Academics criticize the "schizophrenia"
of migration policies.

Interview for LUSA, the
Portuguese news agency.

2025

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

"They don't have enough money": many
Portuguese leave Switzerland

Interview for the Swiss
information portal WATSON

2025

Participation in general
diffusion news tv show

Reasons for the return of the
Portuguese from Switzerland

Participation in the television
programme ‘Decisão
Nacional’ on RTP
international

2024

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

In Portugal, the bitterness of young
graduates faced with the dilemma of
emigration

Collaboration for an article in
the French newspaper Le
Monde

2024

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Portuguese: returning home Interview for the weekly
newspaper of the Swiss trade
union UNIA (L'événement
syndical)

2023

Participation in general
diffusion news tv show

More and more Portuguese in
Switzerland are returning home

Interview for TV report in the
evening news on the Swiss
national channel, TSR -
Télévision Suisse Romande

2023

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Almost all Portuguese leave Switzerland
after retirement

Collaboration for an article in
the Portuguese newspaper
Público

2023
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Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

In La Chaux-de-Fonds, Portuguese
women tell their "wardrobe childhood"

Interview for article in the
regional Swiss daily
newspaper ARCInfo

2023

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Retired migrants in Switzerland return in
force to Portugal where they feel like
foreigners

Interview for LUSA, the
Portuguese news agency

2023

Talk/Conference in public
diffusion event

Social Pastoral Meeting 2023 "GETTING
OLDER"

Participation in the panel "Is
this a country for old people?
Migration and ageing in
Portugal", 17.10.2023, Fátima

2023

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

After 40 years in Switzerland, they move
back to Portugal

Contribution on an article in
the Swiss daily newspaper
TagesAnzeiger

2022

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Ici la Suisse - Being Portuguese in
Switzerland in 2022

Interview for Swiss national
radio, RTS - Radio Télévision
Suisse

2022

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

New life in the old homeland: return to
Portugal

Collaboration on radio
reportage on Swiss national
radio, SRF Schweizer Radio
und Fernsehen

2022

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Portugal's strong economy attracts
natives back to the country

Collaboration on radio
reportage on Swiss national
radio, SRF Schweizer Radio
und Fernsehen

2022

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Portuguese in Luxembourg are the most
undecided to return

Interview for article in the
Luxembourg newspaper
CONTACTO

2022

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Thousands of Portuguese leave
Switzerland

Interview for an article in the
Swiss weekly newspaper Blick

2021

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

The Portuguese who are returning Interview for article in
regional Swiss daily
newspaper, La Liberté

2020

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

The "comings and goings" of Portuguese
emigration in Switzerland: going beyond
clichés

Article writing for the
multilingual Swiss
information portal SwissInfo

2020

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

Portuguese immigrants in Switzerland
are returning in huge numbers

Collaboration with a
journalist from the
Portuguese weekly Expresso
for a 2-page article on the
return of Portuguese
nationals; quotes from me in
the article

2019

Publication in general
diffusion news outlet

The point of no return Interview for article in the
Luxembourg weekly
newspaper, Land

2019

Scientific Editing/Reviewing Activities

Type of Activity Journal Title ISSN/Quartile Perio
d

Language

Scientific journal editor CIDADES, Comunidades e Territórios 2182-3030 / Q2 2022 Portuguese

Member of scientific
journal editing staff

Socialis - Jornal do NESISCTE 2018 -
2020

Portuguese
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Products

Product Type Product Title Detailed Description Year

Digital Materials or
Audiovisual Resources

Ode to Quarantine (video, 1min57) Video poem written and
directed in Lisbon, on April
17, 2020, published in
CONFINARIA - Ethnographies
in times of pandemic

2020
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