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Paula Castro is Full Professor of Psychology at ISCTE-IUL &amp; a researcher at CIS-iscte. She holds a PhD in social and
environmental psychology (ISCTE, 2000), and a degree in psychology (Univ-Lisboa,1987). Her research looks at the
processes of meaning-making and communication involved in the reception of new laws and public policies -
mainly environmental ones - developing a social psychology of legal innovation. She has mainly investigated how new laws
and regulations governing climate action, biodiversity conservation, public participation or urban regeneration are
received by the public (e.g., contested, accepted, negotiated) and the implications of this reception for social change. The
studies, both quantitative and qualitative, often focus on (the asymmetric) relations between public and scientific
experts/decision makers. Other areas of interest are people-place relations, local knowledge, social memory and the
history of social psychological theories. 
She coordinated and participated in several financed projects (FCT, EU) and supervised various PhD and Pos-Doc projects,
with the resulting work published in international journals of high impact in the areas of social, political, environmental and
community psychology, as well as environmental policy. She was Director of the Psychology
Department (2008–2010), Director of the PhD program in Psychology (2010–2013), Director of the Masters in Studies of
Environment and Sustainability (2015-19), Member of ISCTE's SC (2010-2014), and CIS-iscte SC (2016-19) and Director of
CIS-iscte (2019-2021).
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Research Interests

psicologia social do ambiente

representações sociais

public understanding of science

memoria social

political psychology

Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

ISCTE-IUL Aggregation Psicologia Social 2011

ISCTE-IUL - Instituto Superior
Ciências Trabalho e da Empresa

PhD Psicologia Social e Organizacional 2000

Faculdade Psicologia Ciências da
Educação - UL

Licenciate Psicologia 1986

Teaching Activities

Teaching Year Sem. Course Name Degree(s) Coord
.

2026/2027 2º Qualitative Methods in Psychology Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes

2026/2027 1º Behavior and Environment Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

Yes

2026/2027 1º Epistemology and History of
Psychology

Bachelor Degree in Psychology; Yes

2025/2026 2º Psychology of Environment Yes

2025/2026 1º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2025/2026 1º Behavior and Environment Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

Yes

2025/2026 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Yes

2025/2026 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2025/2026 1º History of Psychology Yes

2024/2025 2º Qualitative Methods in Psychology Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes
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2024/2025 2º Research Laboratory in Environment
and Sustainability

Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

No

2024/2025 2º Epistemology and History of
Psychology

Bachelor Degree in Psychology; Yes

2024/2025 1º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2024/2025 1º Behavior and Environment Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

Yes

2024/2025 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Yes

2024/2025 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2024/2025 1º History of Psychology Yes

2023/2024 2º Qualitative Methods in Psychology Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes

2023/2024 2º Research Laboratory in Environment
and Sustainability

Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

No

2023/2024 2º Psychology of Environment Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes

2023/2024 1º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2023/2024 1º Behavior and Environment Master Degree in Social Studies of
the Environment and Sustainability;

Yes

2023/2024 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2023/2024 1º History of Psychology Yes

2022/2023 2º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2022/2023 2º Behavior and Environment Yes

2022/2023 2º Research Laboratory in Environment
and Sustainability

No

2022/2023 2º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2022/2023 2º Epistemology and History of
Psychology

Yes

2022/2023 2º Psychology of Environment Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes

2022/2023 2º Internship in Social and
Organizational Psychology

No

3

https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/l5213-847452882077447
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/l5213-847452882077447
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/01836-1128927858787759
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02020-1128927858788109
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/tp-1128927858787754
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/03945-1128927858787756
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/00730-565977905419738
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/m8208-565977905427306
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/01836-1128927858787759
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02020-1128927858788109
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/03945-1128927858787756
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/01836-1128927858787759
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02020-1128927858788109
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/02828-1128927858788130
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/03945-1128927858787756
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/l5213-847452882077447
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/l5213-847452882077447
https://fenix-mais.iscte-iul.pt/courses/m8208-565977905427306


2022/2023 1º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2022/2023 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

Yes

2022/2023 1º History of Psychology Yes

2020/2021 2º Behavior and Environment Yes

2020/2021 2º Research Laboratory in Environment
and Sustainability

No

2020/2021 2º Research Seminar in Psychology -
Advanced Issues

No

2020/2021 2º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

No

2020/2021 2º Epistemology and History of
Psychology

Yes

2020/2021 2º Psychology of Environment Institutional Degree in Escola de
Ciências Sociais e Humanas;

Yes

2020/2021 1º Research Seminar in Psychology -
Advanced Issues

Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

No

2020/2021 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

No

2020/2021 1º History of Psychology Yes

2019/2020 2º Research Seminar in Psychology -
Advanced Issues

Yes

2019/2020 2º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

No

2019/2020 2º Masters Dissertation in Studies of
Environment and Sustainability

Yes

2019/2020 2º Behavior and Environment Yes

2019/2020 2º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology IV No

2019/2020 2º Research Laboratory in Environment
and Sustainability

Yes

2019/2020 2º Epistemology and History of
Psychology

Yes

2019/2020 2º Psychology of Environment Yes

2019/2020 1º Research Seminar in Psychology -
Advanced Issues

Yes
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 • Ph.D. Thesis
    - Ongoing
 

 
    - Concluded
 

2019/2020 1º Lectures on Psychology Or Other
Social and Human Sciences

No

2019/2020 1º Project Seminar in Psychology Doctorate Degree (PhD) in
Psychology;

No

2019/2020 1º Masters Dissertation in Studies of
Environment and Sustainability

Yes

2019/2020 1º Master Project in Studies of
Environment and Sustainability

Yes

2019/2020 1º Doctoral Thesis in Psychology III No

2019/2020 1º History of Psychology Yes

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Alice Rodrigues da
Fonseca

"Constructing and
renewing environmental
citizenship: An analysis of
representations of the
"good environmental
citizen" with institutional
and everyday youth
discourses"

English Developing Iscte

2 Enrica Boager Lisbon, a changing city.
Social representations of
tourism and citizenship,
and consequences for
residents´active
participation

English Developing Iscte

3 Leonor Bettencourt -- English Developing Iscte

4 Tania Rita dos Santos -- Portuguese Developing Iscte

5 Patricia neca -- Portuguese Delivered Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year

1 Tânia Rita Silva dos
Santos

Representing and regulating
the foreign resident: a socio-
psychological approach to the
struggles over the meaning of
citizenship and mobility

English Iscte 2022
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 • M.Sc. Dissertations
    - Ongoing
 

 
    - Concluded
 

2 Leonor Correia
Bettencourt

Public space, social
representations and social
memory in a neighbourhood
undergoing a regeneration
program: living in Mouraria

-- Iscte 2020

3 Patrícia Alexandra
Candeias Neca

Inovação legal para promover
o emprego das pessoas com
deficiência. Uma análise
psicossocial da receção do
sistema de quotas na
Administração Pública

Portuguese Iscte 2020

4 Ana Raquel Ferreira
Barata

A Educação Ambiental no
Contexto da Sociedade: Como
Promover Comportamentos
Pró-ambientais

-- Iscte 2014

5 Raquel Bohn Bertoldo -- Portuguese Iscte 2013

6 Mehemet Uzelgun -- English Iscte 2013

7 Raquel Bohn Bertoldo A valorização social do pró-
ambientalismo enquadrado
por normas formais: uma
análise psicossocial
comparativa entre Brasil e
Portugal

-- Iscte 2013

8 Ana Raquel Ferreira
Barata,

-- Portuguese Iscte 2012

9 Carla Sofia Leal
Mouro.

-- Portuguese Iscte 2011

10 Carla Sofia Lopes Leal
Mouro

Perspectivas locais sobre a
conservação da
biodiversidade:
Representações e dinâmicas
identitárias associadas a
inovação legais

Portuguese Iscte 2011

11 Susana Alfama Blanda
Batel

-- Portuguese Iscte 2010

12 Susana Alexandra
Alfama Blanda Batel

Participação pública entre
normas e factos: Uma análise
Psico-Social

Portuguese Iscte 2010

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Gabriela Camacho Feiteira Ecofeminismo e Ativismo
Ambiental

-- Developing Iscte

2 Greta Guidi Representations of
Housing Insecurity:
Psychosocial Narratives in
EU Political Discourse

-- Developing Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year
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 • M.Sc. Final Projects
    - Ongoing

1 Matilde Maria Mendes
Ideias

From the Harpoon to the
Camera: Shifting Baseline in
the Context of Azorean
Cetaceans

Portuguese Iscte 2025

2 Lorenz Kaplick Reflecting and revealing - new
approaches for controversial
discussions

English Iscte 2024

3 Ricardo Figueiredo
Atayde Fernandes

Decarbonization
communication in the shadow
of crises: social
representations of the media
on energy in the agrifood
sector

Portuguese Iscte 2022

4 Nuno Miguel
Figueiredo Monteiro
Marques Ramos

Minority positions on the
climate change debate:
skeptics' & contrarians'
interpretative resources in the
social contestation of climate
change on comment sections
from online newspapers

English Iscte 2021

5 Alice Rodrigues da
Fonseca

Greta Thunberg and the
discourse of youth climate
activism: construction and
contestation of meaning
around climate action and
environmental citizenship

Portuguese Iscte 2020

6 Caterina Fuligni ?Neighbours but strangers?:
social psychological processes
predicting public place
sociability in multicultural
regenerated neighbourhoods

English Iscte 2019

7 Elisangela Filomena
Semedo Varela

Educação para a
Sustentabilidade Socio
Ambiental em Cabo Verde: um
contributo das escolas
secundárias

Portuguese Iscte 2017

8 Ida Schou Brandis Ecological intensification for
managing biodiversity in
agricultural systems - A
systemic review

English Iscte 2017

9 Roberto Filipe de
Nóbrega Teixeira

Representações das leis da
pesca lúdica e das populações
do sudoeste alentejano e costa
vicentina na imprensa

Portuguese Iscte 2015

10 Inês Alexandra de
Oliveira Murteira

Representações Sociais: Um
estudo exploratório e
comparativo das narrativas de
imprensa e das narrativas de
moradores sobre o Bairro da
Estrada Militar do Alto da
Damaia

Portuguese Iscte 2014

11 Maria Augusta Lopes
Correia

Diz-me o que pensas e fazes
em relação à energia e dir-te-ei
como és: o valor social das
crenças e comportamentos de
eficiência energética

Portuguese Iscte 2013

12 Maria João Tomás
Soares de Queirós

-- -- Iscte 2011
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 • Scientific Journals
    - Scientific journal paper
 

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Enrica Boager -- English Developing Iscte

Total Citations

Web of Science® 1976

Scopus 1802

Publications

1 Mutton, Z. & Castro, P. (2026). New kids on the (university) block: Narratives of place, political participation
and change by students in mobility. Journal of Community and Applied Social Psychology. 36 (2)

2 Ramos, N. M. & Castro, P. (2025). The climate battles of ideas: Minority discourses in readers’ comments to
climate change articles in the Portuguese press. Public Understanding of Science. 34 (1), 59-75
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1

3 Boager, E., Castro, P. & Di Masso, A. (2025). Sense of place narratives of residents in neighbourhoods under
touristic pressure: Making, entering and enjoying local sociocultural worlds        . British Journal of Social
Psychology. 64 (4)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1

4 Zulato, E., Castro, P., Quagliarella, C. S. & Montali, L. (2025). Making sense of absent-yet-present others:
Representing the liminal vegetative state beyond life and death. Social Science and Medicine. 373
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 6
 - Times Cited Scopus: 6

5 Castro, P. & Rosa, M. (2023). Understanding the paradoxical effects of (environmental) activists and their
discourses: When and how are they penalized for seeking change? . Environmental Communication. 17 (7),
740-758
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 3
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4

6 Santos, T. R., Castro, P. & Andreouli, E. (2023). Golden Visas and everyday citizenship: Views of the new
Chinese migration in Portugal. Ethnic and Racial Studies. 46 (10), 2067-2088
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 5
 - Times Cited Scopus: 8
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/understanding-the-paradoxical-effects-of-environmental-activists-and-their-discourses-when-and-how/97267
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/understanding-the-paradoxical-effects-of-environmental-activists-and-their-discourses-when-and-how/97267
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/understanding-the-paradoxical-effects-of-environmental-activists-and-their-discourses-when-and-how/97267
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/golden-visas-and-everyday-citizenship-views-of-the-new-chinese-migration-in-portugal/101001
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/golden-visas-and-everyday-citizenship-views-of-the-new-chinese-migration-in-portugal/101001


7 Santos, T. R. & Castro, P. (2023). Shaping citizenship: Dynamic relations between the reified and the
consensual universes in defining the “Good Foreign Resident”. Journal of Social and Political Psychology. 11
(2), 555-569
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4

8 Zulato, E., Montali, L. & Castro, P. (2023). Regulating liminality: Making sense of the vegetative state and
defining the limits of end-of-life action. British Journal of Social Psychology. 62 (4), 1733-1752
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 8
 - Times Cited Scopus: 8

9 Medeiros, E., Valente, B., Gonçalves, V. & Castro, P. (2022). How impactful are public policies on environmental
sustainability? Debating the Portuguese case of PO SEUR 2014–2020. Sustainability. 14 (13)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 15
 - Times Cited Scopus: 17
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 30

10 Boager, E. & Castro, P. (2022). Lisbon's unsustainable tourism intensification: contributions from social
representations to understanding a depoliticised press discourse and its consequences. Journal of
Sustainable Tourism. 30 (8), 1956-1971
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 15
 - Times Cited Scopus: 13

11 Fonseca, A. & Castro, P. (2022). Thunberg’s way in the climate debate: Making sense of climate action and
actors, constructing environmental citizenship. Environmental Communication. 16 (4), 535-549
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 15
 - Times Cited Scopus: 16

12 Diniz, E., Castro, P. & Bernardes, S. F. (2022). (De)humanizing metaphors of people in pain and their
association with the perceived quality of nurse-patient relationship. Metaphor and Symbol. 37 (4), 337-353
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2

13 Chesterman, A., Rateau, P., Castro, P., Parant, A., Eonnet, M., Steenkeste, A....Causse, E. (2021). An exploration
of the perceived collective continuity scale in reference to national and regional groups: An issue of history vs.
culture. TPM - Testing, Psychometrics, Methodology in Applied Psychology. 28 (2), 177-189
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1

14 Bettencourt, L., Castro, P. & Dixon, J. (2021). Can regenerated inner-city areas remain sites of public-place
sociability? Psycho-social processes predicting public sociability in a changing neighbourhood. Journal of
Community and Applied Social Psychology. 31 (1), 9-25
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 7
 - Times Cited Scopus: 5

15 Caillaud, S., Haas, V. & Castro, P. (2021). From one new law to (many) new practices? Multidisciplinary teams
reconstructing the meaning of a new disability law. British Journal of Social Psychology. 60 (3), 966-987
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 13
 - Times Cited Scopus: 9

16 Pinto, B. & Castro, P. (2021). Contesting political decisions involving environmental issues: A case study in
Portugal based on the press about offshore oil and gas drilling. Frontiers in Marine Science. 8
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Scopus: 4
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https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/how-impactful-are-public-policies-on-environmental-sustainability-debating-the-portuguese-case-of/89523
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/lisbons-unsustainable-tourism-intensification-contributions-from-social-representations-to/83424
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/lisbons-unsustainable-tourism-intensification-contributions-from-social-representations-to/83424
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/lisbons-unsustainable-tourism-intensification-contributions-from-social-representations-to/83424
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/thunbergs-way-in-the-climate-debate-making-sense-of-climate-action-and-actors-constructing/90386
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/thunbergs-way-in-the-climate-debate-making-sense-of-climate-action-and-actors-constructing/90386
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Monitoring and Evaluation
of Territorial Impacts of
public policies through a
platform: Impact-WEB-SIG

Researcher DINAMIA'CET-Iscte (GEC), ISTAR-Iscte, CIS-Iscte 2022

Reposicionamento do
metal
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Researcher

CIS-Iscte 2018

On the pains of social
standing: understanding
the role of patient social
status on pain assessment
and management
practices_SoS_PAIN
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Social memory of water-
related trades and
practices: local knowledge
and climate change
adaptation
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Researcher
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Vulture and the Iberian
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Promoção do habitat do
lince-ibérico e do abutr-
preto no sudeste de
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STEPE - Sensitive
Technologies and
European Public Ethics. 7º
PQ
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Participação pública e
psicologia do
desenvolvimento
sustentável: o caso do
lince Ibérico
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Researcher

CIS-Iscte 2006 - 2009

Academic Management Positions

Director  (2022 - 2024)
Unit/Area: [B406] Psychology

Membro (Docente)  (2021 - 2023)
Unit/Area: Plenário do Conselho Científico

Membro (Docente)  (2019 - 2021)
Unit/Area: Plenário do Conselho Científico

Membro (Docente)  (2019 - 2021)
Unit/Area: Plenário da Comissão Científica

Director  (2019 - 2021)
Unit/Area: Centro de Investigação e de Intervenção Social (CIS-IUL)

Membro (Docente)  (2019 - 2021)
Unit/Area: Comissão Científica

Director  (2018 - 2019)
Unit/Area: [0116] Studies of Environment and Sustainability

Director  (2015 - 2017)
Unit/Area: [0116] Studies of Environment and Sustainability

Director  (2011 - 2013)
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Membro (Docente)  (2010 - 2014)
Unit/Area: Plenário do Conselho Científico

Membro (Docente)  (2010 - 2012)
Unit/Area: Comissão Científica

Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of
Organization/Coordination

Event Title Organizer Year

Coordination of scientific event
(with scientific committee)
outside of ISCTE-IUL

Encontro de Psicologia Social e das
Organizações ? Internacional

2013

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

1913-2013 ? A Ascensão, Apogeu e Declínio
do Comportamentismo como filosofia da
Psicologia

2013

Coordination of scientific event
(with scientific committee)
outside of ISCTE-IUL

VIIi Encontro de Psicologia Social e das
Organizações ? Nacional. ISCTE-IUL, Lisboa,
21/22 de Maio d

2012
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Coordination of scientific event
(with scientific committee)
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