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I have a bachelor’s degree in Social Communication with a specialism in Journalism from the Federal University of Minas
Gerais (UFMG, Brazil), a masters in Sociology (University of Porto, Portugal) and I am a PhD candidate in Urban Studies
(Nova University of Lisbon + ISCTE-IUL). I work as a PhD scholar (funded by the FCT, the Portuguese Foundation for Science
and Technology, grant 2022.09498.BD) at the Centre for Research and Studies in Sociology (CIES) of ISCTE – Instituto
Universitário de Lisboa (Portugal). I have attended modules in the Master's/PhD programme and short-term courses in
Social Anthropology at the University of São Paulo, specialising in urban anthropology and urban ethnography.
Over the past five years my scientific research has focused on three main topics: 1) Migration and inequalities: privilege
and precarious migration to cities. 2) Urban change: migration and city transformation; gentrification and urban night-time
dynamics. 3) Global and urban inequalities: migrant trajectories and urban emplacement; urban marginalities. I am a co-
organiser of the Meetings on Migratory Experiences (CIES, CRIA, and Observatório da Emigração) and CAU – Urban
Anthropology Collective, an informal seminar group funded by representatives of CICS-Nova and CIES-ISCTE. I am also a
member of the Anthropology of the City Study Group (GEAC) at the University of São Paulo and the Etno.URB – Urban
Ethnography Network, spanning Lisbon, Porto, and Rio de Janeiro.
I have published four peer-reviewed papers in scientific journals, including Urban Studies (Q1 classification), and two book
chapters, one of which was edited by Palgrave Macmillan. I have also reviewed a book chapter for Palgrave Macmillan,
published one master's dissertation, and presented 14 oral papers— eight by invitation at academic events in universities
and research network seminars, such as the ones organised by the Standing Committee Reflexivities in Migration Studies
from IMISCOE (International Migration Research Network); and six peer-reviewed papers at international conferences,
including those organised by ESA (European Sociological Association), EASA (European Association of Social
Anthropologists), and RN37 Urban Sociology Network of the European Sociological Association. By the summer of 2025, I
will be presenting two more peer-reviewed papers: one at the 22nd IMISCOE Annual Conference in Paris (1–4 July, online)
and another at the ISA Forum from the International Sociological Association in Rabat, Morocco (6–11 July, on-site).
My path in the Social Sciences began after a well-established career as a journalist when I decided to delve deeper with a
scientific approach to the subject I had dedicated myself to the most as a journalist: cities. Over nearly two decades, I have
written for Brazilian publications including Galileu, Vida Simples, Folha de São Paulo and Vice.com, in addition to producing
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content for NGOs, local governments, and private companies. I worked for eight years at Abril (from 2006 to 2010) and
Globo (2010 to 2014), two large publishing houses and media conglomerates in Latin America. I won the Globo Journalism
Award (Society and Behaviour category) and was a finalist in the Health category. I was one of the Top Three Journalists
and Bloggers nominated for the 2011 GreenBest Award, the largest Brazilian sustainability award at the time. I was a
member of the commission for the first TEDx conference in Brazil, held in São Paulo in 2009, and of TEDx Amazônia in
2010. I also took part in the Brazilian commission for the COP15 UN Climate Summit in 2009, in Copenhagen.
Working areas: Communication Sciences/Journalism and Social Sciences with a focus on Urban Sociology and Urban
Anthropology. 
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Research Interests

URBAN STUDIES

URBAN ETHNOGRAPHY

MIGRATION

ETHNORACIAL EXCLUSION

GLOBAL INEQUALITIES

URBAN INEQUALITIES

Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

ISCTE + Universidade Nova de Lisboa PhD Estudos Urbanos 2026

Universidade do Porto - Faculdade
de Letras

M.Sc. Sociologia 2021

Universidade Federal de Minas
Gerais

Licenciate Comunicação Social - Jornalismo 2004

Total Citations

Web of Science® 2

Scopus 0

Publications

1 Santos, P., Malet Calvo, D. & Nofre, J. (2025). Navigating between resistance and unintentional collaboration:
The role of left-wing grassroots associations in the tourist city. Urban Studies. 62 (4), 737-753
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3
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2 Santos, P. (2022). Dissensos em torno das margens e centros: Planeamento urbano e contestação na zona
oriental do Porto. Cadernos IS-UP. 1, 9-19

3 Santos, P. (2022). A CIDADE PELO ESTRANGEIRO: Projetos, práticas e narrativas urbanas de comerciantes
imigrantes no Porto, Portugal. Iluminuras . 23 (63), 234-260

4 Santos, P. & José Soeiro (2021). A arte de (re)existir: a precariedade e as lutas laborais no setor da cultura na
última década em Portugal - Parte I e Parte II. Plataforma Barómetro Social.

1 Santos, P. (2024). Creating a Sense of Belonging Through Everyday Urban Practices: The Case of Migrant Small
Business Owners in the Bonfim Neighbourhood of Porto, Portugal. In Sonja Lakic  · Patrícia Pereira · Graça
Índias Cordeiro (Ed.), The everydayness of cities in transition: micro approaches to material and social
dimensions of change.: Palgrave Macmillan Cham.

2 Santos, P. & Ferro, L. (2023). Da pluralidade dos espaços à complexidade das relações: João Teixeira Lopes. In
Espaço, lugar e território: pensadores contemporâneos de língua portuguesa.

1 Santos, P. (2025). “Small businesses as an asset for European citizenship: a political gaze on street shops run
by migrants in Portugal”. (paper accepted, online presentation). 22nd IMISCOE Annual Conference, Paris, 1-4
July 2025.

2 Santos, P. (2025). "Small businesses as an asset for European citizenship: A political gaze on street shops run
by South-Asian migrants in Lisbon". (paper accepted). 5th International Sociological Association Forum of
Sociology, Rabat, Morroco, 6-11 July 2025.

3 Santos, P., Malet Calvo, D. & Nofre, J. (2024). The Ambiguous Role of a Lisbon Grassroots Association Within a
Rapidly Transforming City, Exploring Both Its Resistance and (Unintentional) Contribution to Urban Change.
European Sociological Association Conference, Porto 2024. Panel RN37_T01_02: Gentrification and struggle in
the reconfiguration of urban spaces.

4 Santos, P. (2024). Place attachment as construction of class identity and classed subjectivities: the case of
relatively privileged migrant small business owners in the Bonfim neighbourhood of Porto, Portugal.
European Association of Social Anthropologists Conferece Barcelona 2024. Panel 033:   Hacer y deshacer lo
urbano: modos de vida, experiencias cotidianas y construcción de sujetos políticos a través de lo territorial en
sus diferentes escalas.

5 Santos, P., Malet Calvo, D. & Nofre, J. (2023). The ambivalent role of a grassroots association in two different
nightlife spots in Lisbon. IV International Conference on Night Studies (ICNS.LX 2023).

6 Santos, P. (2023). Leituras EtnoURB - reading and debate of urban ethnography text: Migrant Margins: The
Streetlife of discrimination (Hall, S. 2018).  Leituras Etno.URB na UC Etnografia Urbana e Desenvolvimento
Comunitário, Mestrado Sociologia Flup.
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7 Santos, P. (2022). Creating a sense of belonging through everyday urban practices: a case study of migrants in
a Porto neighbourhood. V ESA RN 37 Midterm Conference Research Network 37 on Urban Sociology,
European Sociological Association (Berlin, Germany).

8 Santos, P. (2022). Os pequenos comércios de migrantes no Bonfim/Porto: repertórios globais e resistência ao
mainstream. Comunicação oral no âmbito da unidade curricular "Questões de Teoria Sociológica
Contemporânea II", no Mestrado em Sociologia da Faculdade de Letras da Universidade do Porto.

9 Santos, P. (2022). Pequenos comerciantes migrantes no Bonfim/Porto: projetos de vida, imaginários e
práticas urbanas. VIII Congresso Associação Portuguesa de Antropologia 2022.

10 Santos, P. (2021). A Cidade pelos Comerciantes: Práticas e Projetos de Vida no Porto. Seminário Aberto Geac:
A Cidade pelos Comerciantes: Práticas e Projetos de Vida no Porto e em Lisboa, Grupo de Estudos de
Antropologia da Cidade (Geac- Universidade de São Paulo).

11 Santos, P. (2021). Migration, small commerces and city-making: a case study in Bonfim, Porto. 15th European
Sociological Association Conference.

12 Santos, P. (2020). Migração, cosmopolitismos e produção de cidade: uma etnografia dos pequenos comércios
(e comerciantes) migrantes no Bonfim. Jornadas Duplas de Investigação Mestrado Sociologia 2020-2021
Mestrado em Sociologia Flup (online).

1 Santos, P. (2021). Migrações, cosmopolitismos e produção de cidade: uma etnografia dos pequenos
comerciantes no Bonfim.
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Project Title Role in Project Partners Period

Migration, space and
difference: an
ethnographic approach to
migrant small business
owners in Anjos (Lisbon)
and Bonfim (Porto)

PhD Scholar CIES-Iscte 2022 - 2026

Awards

PhD Fellowship  (2022)

Finalist in the Globo Journalism Award - Health category Distinction (2011)

Won the Globo Journalism Award (Society and Behaviour category) Organizações Globo, Brazil Distinction (2011)

Top Three Journalists and Bloggers nominated for the 2011 GreenBest Award Distinction (2011)
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TV UFMG scholarship holder. TV producer and reporter with a focus on the dissemination of scientific research in
varied fields. Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Brazil Centro de Comunicação Social da UFMG, Brazil (2003)

Scholarship holder at the press office of the Centro de Ação Cultural da UFMG, responsible for the cultural programme
of the Federal University of Minas Gerais. (2003)

LabMedia Scholarship holder. Laboratory monitor; production and editing of documentaries and TV programmes at
the Department of Social Communication Electronic Media Laboratory. (2001)

Research Networks

Research Network Name Representative Role Period

Group of Studies in Anthropology of the
City

membro Since 2018

RN37 - Research Network 37 Urban
Sociology, European Sociological
Association

Membro Since 2022

Migration, Mobility and Ethnicity bolseiro de doutoramento Since 2022

EtnoURB membro Since 2022

Professional Associations

European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA) (Since 2024)

CIES-IUL: Center for Research and Studies in Sociology – University Institute of Lisbon (Since 2022)

Portuguese Association of Anthropology (Since 2022)

Anthropology of the City Collective (Since 2022)

EtnoURB - Urban Ethnography Network (Since 2022)

RN37 - Research Network 37 Urban Sociology, European Sociological Association (Since 2022)

European Sociological Association (Since 2021)

Member in the Anthropology of the City Study Group (GEAC), University of São Paulo (Since 2018)

Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of
Organization/Coordination

Event Title Organizer Year

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

"Worlds in Mediation: Gilberto Velho and
Urban Anthropology in Portugal," with Celso
Castro (Getúlio Vargas Foundation, Rio de
Janeiro) and commentary by Cristiana Bastos
(Institute of Social Sciences, University of
Lisbon)

Cau Coletivo de
Antropologia
Urbana Iscte + Nova

Since
2024
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Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

The city by the small businesses owners:
practices and projects of life in Porto and
Lisbon

Geac - Grupo de
Estudos de
Antropologia da
Cidade,
Universidade de São
Paulo

Since
2022

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Reading seminars in urban studies, urban
anthropology and urban sociology

CAU - Coletivo de
Antropologia
Urbana

Since
2022
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