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Susana de Noronha is Auxiliary Researcher at CIES-Iscte – Centre for Research and Studies in Sociology, University Institute
of Lisbon (IUL). Team member of the project fAIces – Facial Recognition Technologies: Etho-Assemblages and Alternative
Futures, coordinated by Helena Machado under a European Research Council (ERC) Advanced Grant. 
Academic background, areas of expertise, and research interests: Anthropologist, PhD in Sociology (2012), she works at the
intersection of Science and Technology Studies (STS), Anthropology of Art, and Material and Visual Culture Studies, with
prior expertise in Medical Anthropology. As part of the project fAIces, her research explores how artists creatively engage
with facial recognition technologies, emphasizing the epistemologies of resistance, critique, and the alternative imaginaries
they articulate. 
Scientific and Creative Outputs: Author of three disruptive research monographs that advance new understandings of art
(Noronha, 2009), material culture/technology (Noronha, 2015), and new science+art assemblages (Noronha, 2019), thus
proposing a new epistemology, ontology, and methodology in matters of health and illness. She has also authored and
published 53 scientific illustrations in creative ethnographic drawing, reinventing the practice through metaphor and
imagination. Additionally, she is a poet/lyricist, with 45 published poems featured in music albums, EPs, Compilations, and
singles. 
Awards and Distinctions: She has received several awards and distinctions, including Women in Science 2023, by Ciência
Viva - National Agency for Scientific and Technological Culture, Portugal; 30 Years, 30 Anthropologists (2023) by the
Department of Life Sciences (DCV), U.Coimbra; the 2007 CES Award for Young Portuguese-speaking Social Scientists by CES,
U.Coimbra; and the 2003 Bernardino Machado Award for Anthropology by the Faculty of Sciences and Technology,
U.Coimbra. 
Previous activities: Noronha was a Researcher at the Centre for Social Studies (CES), U.Coimbra (Postdoc 2013 to 2018;
Researcher 2018 to 2024; Researcher with Membership Status 2019 to 2025) and an Invited Assistant Professor in the
Department of Sociology, Institute for Social Sciences (ICS), U.Minho (02/2022 to 02/2025). She also served as Co-
coordinator of the Science, Economy, and Society Research Group (NECES-CES), and as a Member of the Standing
Committee of the CES Scientific Board (2020 to 01/2022). 
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 • Ph.D. Thesis
    - Ongoing
 

Research Interests

Science and Technology Studies

Anthropology/Sociology of Art

Visual and Material Culture Studies

Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

Universidade de Coimbra Centro de
Estudos Sociais

Post-Doc Sociology 2018

Universidade de Coimbra -
Faculdade de Economia

PhD Sociology - Governance, Knowledge
and Innovation (Social Studies of
Science and Technology)

2012

Universidade de Coimbra -
Faculdade de Economia

M.Sc. Sociology - National Societies Facing
Globalization Processes

2007

Universidade de Coimbra -
Faculdade de Ciencias e Tecnologia

Licenciate Anthropology (Social and Cultural) 2003

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Ana Maria da Graça
Fernandes Vasconcelos

Co-supervision (with Sara
Amaral; Rita Maldonado
Branco) of the PhD Thesis
with the working title [The
effectiveness of scientific
information/illustration
design as a vehicle for
Science Communication]
Eficácia do design de
informação/ilustração
científica enquanto veículo
de Comunicação de
Ciência

English Developing Iscte

2 Luís Alberto Gonçalves
Bento

Co-supervision (with Maria
Margarida Abreu de
Figueiredo Medeiros), of
the PhD Thesis Rupturas e
transgressões da
apropriação artística da
doença oncológica, na
estrutura panóptica de
poder e enclausuramento
do corpo [Disruptions and
transgressions in the
artistic appropriation of
cancer, within the
panoptic structure of
power and confinement of
the body]

English Developing Iscte

2



 
    - Concluded
 

 

 • M.Sc. Dissertations
    - Concluded
 

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year

1 Laura Brito Co-supervision (with João
Arriscado Nunes) of the PhD
Thesis  of Laura Elisabete
Figueiredo Brito, with the
working title - A mulher e a
biomedicina - narrativas
silenciadas das práticas de
saúde reprodutiva no Sul da
Europa [Women and
Biomedicine - silenced
narratives of reproductive
health practices in Southern
Europe]

English Iscte 2024

2 Daniela Beny Polito
Moraes

Supervision of the Doctoral
Internship of Daniela Beny
Polito Moraes at the Centre for
Social Studies, University of
Coimbra, Portugal,
undertaking a PhD with the
title Ogunhiê! - Estudo da
performance da incorporação
do orixá Ogum na Umbanda e
possibilidades para o trabalho
de atores e atrizes [Ogunhiê! -
Study of the performance of
the incorporation of the orisha
Ogum in Umbanda and
possibilities for the work of
actors and actresses.

English Iscte 2022

3 Tiago Félix Marques Co-supervision, with Ana
Raquel Matos, of the PhD
Internship at the Centre for
Social Studies, University of
Coimbra, Portugal, of a student
undertaking a Doctoral
program in Bioethics at the
Faculty of Health Sciences,
University of Brasilia, Brazil,
Project Thesis: Therapeutic and
body itineraries of people
living with haemophilia

English Iscte 2020

4 María Camila Pinzón
Segura

Supervision of the PhD
Internship at the Centre for
Social Studies, University of
Coimbra, Portugal, of a student
undertaking a doctoral
program in Public Health,
Universidad Nacional de
Colombia, Bogota, Thesis
Project: Políticas Públicas,
Implementación y Emociones:
Caso de estudio: Política
Pública de Salud para las
Niñas, Niños y Adolescentes
con Cáncer en el Instituto
Nacional de Cancerología,
Bogotá - Colombia

English Iscte 2020

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year
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 • Scientific Journals
    - Scientific journal paper
 

1 Marwa Saleh Co-supervision (with Michael
Uzendoski) of the MA
Dissertation of Marwa Saleh,
with the title: Beyond Abyssal
Thinking, Towards General
Theories of Health: COVID-19
Case Experience

English Iscte 2022

2 Filomena R. Vinhais de
Sá

Co-supervision (with Ana Luísa
Martinho) of the MA
dissertation As Mulheres com
Cancro da Mama e a Vida
Profissional [Women with
Breast Cancer and Professional
Life]

English Iscte 2021

Total Citations

Web of Science® 2

Scopus 2

Publications

1 Machado, H. & Noronha, S. de. (N/A). Faces of the tropics: Facial recognition, identity and refusal in Mexico.
Cultural Geographies. N/A

2 Noronha, S. de. (2025). Illness narratives in AI-generated images: Toward a theory of a new variant.
Configurações. 36, 117-127

3 Noronha, S. (2022). Witchcraft and Cancer in the Narrative of a Portuguese Woman. Medical Anthropology. 41
(2), 243-255
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 2
 - Times Cited Scopus: 2
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 3

4 Noronha, S. (2019). (Un)stitching the Memory and the Story of a Melanoma: Giving a Form to Forgetfulness
between Anthropology and Creative Ethnographic Drawing. Cadernos de Arte e Antropologia. Vol. 8 (No 2),
73-79
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 2

5 Noronha, S. (2019). Radiant: understanding endometrial cancer, vaginal brachytherapy and motherhood
through words and images. Revista Ñanduty. 7 (11), 104-134
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 5

6 Noronha, S. (2019). The chairs of hereditary cancer: understanding time and illness using creative
ethnographic drawing. Comunicação e Sociedade. 35, 153-171

7 Noronha, S. (2018). Cancro, arte e ação: experiências e projetos de mulheres e homens Portugueses [Cancer,
Art and Action: experiences and projects of Portuguese women and men]. Configurações. 22, 101-116
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1
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 • Books and Book Chapters
    - Book author
 

 
    - Book chapter
 

 

 • Conferences/Workshops and Talks
    - Publication in conference proceedings
 

8 Noronha, S. (2013). Mulheres em morte-cor: os objetos que fazem e desfazem corpos e cancros metastáticos
[Women in ground colour/coat: objects that make and unmake bodies and metastatic cancers]. Saúde e
Tecnologia. Supl. Jul, 33-37

1 Noronha, S. (2019). Cancro Sobre Papel: estórias de oito mulheres Portuguesas entre palavra falada, arte e
ciência escrita [Cancer on Paper: the stories of eight Portuguese women in words, art, and science]. Coimbra.
Almedina.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

2 Noronha, S. (2015). Objetos Feitos de Cancro: mulheres, cultura material e doença nas estórias da arte
[Objects Made of Cancer: material culture and illness on women's art stories]. Coimbra. Almedina.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

3 Noronha, S. (2009). A Tinta, a Mariposa e a Metástase: A arte como experiência, conhecimento e acção sobre
o cancro de mama [Paint, Butterflies and Metastases: art as experience, knowledge and action on breast
cancer]. Porto. Afrontamento.
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 12

1 Noronha, S. (2021). Sarcoma e amputação de um braço esquerdo: da (in)capacidade a um outro uso do coto,
do corpo e dos objetos do trabalho [The sarcoma and amputation of a left arm: from (dis)ability to another
way of working with objects, a stump, and a body]. In Sílvia Portugal and Reni Barsaglini (Ed.), Experiência de
adoecimentos e condições crônicas: perspectivas socioantropológicas [Experiences of illness and chronic
conditions: socio-anthropological perspectives]. Rio de Janeiro: Fiocruz &amp; Imprensa da Universidade de
Coimbra.

2 Noronha, S. (2019). Na terceira metade das coisas e do conhecimento: o desejo de um outro conceito e
experiência de doença na arte de mulheres com cancro [The third half of things and of knowledge: the desire
for an alternative concept and experience of illness in the art of women with cancer. In Ana Paula Teixeira
and Manuel Curado (Ed.), Saúde e Cyborgs: Cuidar na Era da Medicina Biotecnológica [Health and Cyborgs:
Caring in the Age of Biotechnological Medicine] . (pp. 257-308). Porto: Fronteira do Caos.

3 Noronha, S. (2019). Fotografías hechas de cáncer: el arte como pedazo de enfermedad en los relatos de
mujeres [Photographs Made of cancer: art as a part of illness in women’s stories]. In Rebeca Pardo and
Montse Morcate  (Ed.), La Imagen Desvelada: prácticas fotográficas en la enfermedad, la muerte y el duelo
[The Unveiled Image: photographic practices in illness, death and grief]. (pp. 79-122). Barcelona: Sans Soleil
Ediciones .
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 4

4 Noronha, S. (2015). Metástases de um texto antropológico escrito entre mulheres, arte(s) e cancros da mama
[Metastases of an anthropological essay written among women, art(s) and breast cancer]. In Sarmento, Clara
(ed.) and Moreira, Carlota (ed.) (Ed.), Semióticas da Comunicação Intercultural: da teoria às práticas [Semiotics
of Intercultural Communication: from theory to practice] . (pp. 283-311). Porto: Afrontamento.
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 • Other Publications
    - Other publications
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 Noronha, S. (2008). [Brushes and Scalpels: encounters between the embodied, the artistic, and the biomedical
in the experience and action on breast cancer] Pincéis e Bisturis: encontros entre o incorporado, o artístico e
o biomédico na experiência e acção sobre o cancro de mama. In Associação Portuguesa de Sociologia (Ed.),
[Proceeding of the VI Portuguese Congress of Sociology Social Worlds: Knowledge and Practices] Actas do VI
Congresso Português de Sociologia Mundos Sociais: Saberes e Práticas. (pp. 310). Lisbon: APS (Portuguese
Sociology Association).

2 Noronha, S. (2008). [Corrosive Exposure: art, knowledge, and activism in the social and ontological
redefinition of breast cancer] Exposição Corrosiva: arte, conhecimento e activismo na redefinição social e
ontológica do cancro de mama . In Associação Portuguesa de Sociologia (Ed.), [Proceedings of the VI
Portuguese Congress of Sociology Social Worlds: Knowledge and Practices] Actas do VI Congresso Português
de Sociologia Mundos Sociais: Saberes e Práticas. (pp. 23). Lisbon: APS (Portuguese Sociology Association).

1 Noronha, S. (2023). Susana de Noronha, in Wasterlain, Sofia (Ed.) 30 Anos, 30 Antropólogos [30 Years, 30
Anthropologists]. Coimbra: Imprensa da Universidade de Coimbra (IUC), pp: 73-74. Testimony within the
monograph celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Anthropology degree at the University of Coimbra.

2 Noronha, S. (2020). The Pandemic and the Crowded City (English and Portuguese). Illustrated essay, written
and spoken (video) in creative writing about the impact of COVID-19 in the cities, Thematic Dossier Archiving
the Pandemic/ CES (com)vida 2020. Coimbra: CES.

3 Noronha, S. (2012). Comment to the chronicle «Uma Sociedade em Busca de Medida» [A Society in Search of
Measure] (Visão, March 7, 2002), in Boaventura de Sousa Santos, A Cor do Tempo Quando Foge Vol. 2,
Coimbra: Almedina, p. 57.

4 Noronha, S. (2012). Comment to the chronicle «Bloqueio em Movimento» [Moving Blockage] (Visão, June, 12,
2003), in Boaventura de Sousa Santos, A Cor do Tempo Quando Foge Vol. 2, Coimbra: Almedina, p. 132.

5 Noronha, S. (2010). Poems in Portuguese: Entre a língua e o papel; Das tuas orelhas para os meus dedos;
Cinderela Auto-etnogra(fada); o G do teu golpe: fibroso maligno; Mãe muscipula; Do avesso. in Oficina de
Poesia: revista da palavra e da imagem, nº 14, II semestral series, March. Coimbra: Palimage.

6 Noronha, S. (2010). Duas Mulheres, a Câmara e o Bisturi: (re)misturas entre o incorporado, o artístico e o
biomédico na experiência do cancro de mama [Two Women, a Camera and a Scalpel: (re)mixing embodied,
artistic and biomedical breast cancer experiences] POP/ Publicação Oncológica Portuguesa, n 02, year 02: 54-
64.
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Awards

[Women in Science 2023] Mulheres na Ciência 2023, by Ciência Viva - National Agency for Scientific and Technological
Culture, honouring Portuguese scientists who have excelled, in different fields of investigation, in the national scientific
milieu (2023)

[30 Years, 30 Anthropologists] 30 Anos 30 Antropólogos, by Department of Life Sciences, U.Coimbra. Distinction
created on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the anthropology degree, recognising 30 out of the hundreds who
graduated from the Department (2023)

CES Award for Young Portuguese-speaking Social Scientists (2007)

Bernardino Machado Award 2003 for the Best Graduate Student in Anthropology (2003)

Research Networks

Research Network Name Representative Role Period

AIDA - Social Sciences Research Network
on Artificial Intelligence, Data and
Algorithms

Founding Member Since 2023

Professional Associations

Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) (Since 2021)

European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA) (Since 2017)

Portuguese Sociological Association (APS) (Since 2016)

European Sociological Association (ESA) (Since 2016)

Portuguese Anthropological Association (APA) (Since 2013)

Portuguese Authors Association (SPA) (Since 2009)

Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of
Organization/Coordination

Event Title Organizer Year

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Curator, along with Alda Portugal and Ana
Raquel Matos, of the photography exhibition
RISE UP!, included in the colloquium New
Generations: Risks and Vulnerabilities,
organised by the Thematic Line: Risk(s),
Ecologies, Health of the Center for Social
Studies (CES), U.Coimbra.

2024 -
2025

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Organising Committee (Susana Costa,
Madalena Alarcão, José Manuel Mendes,
Leandro Barros, Filipe Santos, Susana de
Noronha, Alda Portugal, and Ana Raquel
Matos) of the Colloquium New Generations:
Risks and Vulnerabilities, organised by the
Research Group: Risk(s), Ecologies, Health, of
the Center for Social Studies (CES), University
of Coimbra, scheduled for December 6, 2024.

2024

7



Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Coorganiser of the AIDA Seminars (AIDA -
Social Sciences Research Network on
Artificial Intelligence, Data and Algorithms),
with Helena Machado (Coordinator), Emília
Araújo, Filipa Queirós, Laura Neiva, Maria
João Vitorino, Rafaela Granja, Sheila Khan
&amp; Susana Silva. (ongoing)

Since
2023

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Co-coordinator, with Tiago Pires Marques, of
the Monthly Seminars Cycle HEALTH: Critical
Studies and New Activisms, Centre for Social
Studies, University of Coimbra, Portugal.

2022

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Organizing Committee, with
Raquel Siqueira, of the Monthly International
Cycle “Saúde com Arte no Desafio da
Pandemia” [Health with Art amid the
Pandemic Challenge], a co-organization
between the Federal University of Sul da
Bahia, Brazil (UFSB) and the Centre for Social
Studies of the University of Coimbra,
Portugal.

2020 -
2021

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Co-organiser and participant speaker, with
María Camila Pinzón Segura, of the
workshop/roundtable Other persons,
experiences and forms of knowledge in
transdisciplinary research about health-
illness

2020

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Organizing Committee, with
Teresa Cunha, Gaia Giuliani, Sílvia Roque,
Luciana Moreira, Luísa Valle, Cristina Villar-
Toribio, Begona Dorronsoro, Sandra Silvestre
and José Miguel Pires, of the Winter School
Feminist Ecologies of Knowledges II – 2020

2020

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Scientific and Organizing
Committee with Sidh Losa Mendiratta and
Luciana Sotero, of the XV Edition of the
Young Social Scientists Annual Cycles
“Growing old without growth? Resistance
strategies of science professionals facing
precariousness” Session I (10:30-12:30)
“Solitary/Solidarity: individual and collective
struggle(s) for the permanence in science”,
Session II (15:00h-17:00h) “The ones who
change... does anyone help? Professional
transitions and hybridizations”

2020

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Co-coordinator of the Monthly Seminars
Cycle CES, Health and the Epistemologies of
the South”, with Tiago Pires Marques, Centre
for Social Studies, University of Coimbra,
Portugal.

2019 -
2021

Member of scientific event
committee

Member of the Scientific and Organizing
Committee, with João Arriscado Nunes, Maria
Paula Meneses and Jacqueline
Descarpentries, of the Autumn School La
Santé dans les Épistémologies du Sud: autres
ontologies, savoirs et connaissances [Health
in the Epistemologies of the South: other
ontologies and forms of knowledge]
Université de Paris 8, France

2019

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Organizing Committee of
“Science + Art = Reshaping Knowledge and
the World” - XIV Edition of the Young Social
Scientists Annual Cycles, with Sara Araújo
and Carlos Nolasco

2019
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Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Co-coordinator, with Rita Campos and
Raquel Siqueira-Silva, of the Working Group
GT3 Creative Approaches to Health:
embodied, artistic and scientific
knowledge(s), XIV Luso-Afro-Brazilian
Congress (CONLAB 2020) Post-crisis Utopias:
arts and knowledge in motion.

2019 -
2021

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the coordinating team of the
bilingual (PT &amp; EN) Summer School
CreA(c)tivating Scientific Making in the Social
Sciences &amp; Humanities/ CreA(c)tivar o
Fazer Científico nas Ciências Sociais e
Humanidades, with Patrícia Silva, Nancy
Duxbury and Maria José Carvalho

2019

Member of scientific event
committee

Member of the Scientific and Organizing
Committee of Todas as Artes, Todos os
Nomes: [All the Arts, All the Names: II
International Conference]

2019 -
2021

Member of scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Organizing Committee of
KISMIF International Conference - Keep It
Simple, Make It Fast! DIY Cultures and Global
Challenges (KISMIF 2020)

2019 -
2021

Member of non-scientific event's
organizing committee

Member of the Organizing Committee (with
Matos; Ana Raquel; Barbosa, Rosemeire) of
the Seminar Mãe (mother) on hard ground:
finding a path of violence under the feet of
women, walking with the writer valter hugo
mãe between film, literature and life [Mãe
em terra batida: a violência sob(re) os pés
das mulheres num caminho feito com valter
hugo mãe entre o filme, a escrita e a vida]

2009
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