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Tiago Botelho dos Santos is a PhD Researcher in International Studies at Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon, where he is
affiliated with both the Centre for International Studies (CEl-Iscte) and the Scientific and Cultural Centre of Macau (CCCM).
Throughout his academic journey, Tiago's research has primarily focused on China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its
far-reaching impacts across South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. His core area of specialisation lies in China-
Pakistan relations, exploring their multifaceted effects at bilateral, regional, and inter-regional levels. This focus was
evident in his Master's thesis, which delved into "Sino-Pakistani Relations and the Balance of Power in the Indo-Pacific
(1972-2020)".

Currently, Tiago is pursuing his doctoral thesis, titled "The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on South Asian
regional dynamics: the role of the Sino-Pakistani axis". His research aims to critically analyse how Sino-Pakistani relations,
particularly within the context of the BRI and significant ventures such as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
shape South Asian regional dynamics. This includes examining the foreign policy choices of smaller regional states amidst
the strategic competition within the South Asian Strategic Triangle (SAST), which encompasses China, Pakistan, and India.
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Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period
ISCTE-Instituto Universitario de PhD Estudos Internacionais 2026
Lisboa

Universidade Nova de Lisboa - M.Sc. Ciéncia Politica e Relacdes 2022
Faculdade de Ciencias Sociais e Internacionais

Humanas

Universidade de Lisboa - Faculdade Licenciate Estudos Asiaticos 2020
de Letras

Publications

e Scientific Journals
- Scientific journal paper

Santos, T. B. (2024). O que Portugal pretende no Sahel: Seguranca ou notoriedade?. JANUS.NET. 15 (2), 309-
330

Santos, T. (2023). O eixo Russo-Sino-Paquistanés: A evolu¢do de um novo eixo e os efeitos do conflito Russo-
Ucraniano. Daxiyangguo - Revista Portuguesa de Estudos Asiaticos. 30, 143-169

¢ Conferences/Workshops and Talks

- Publica

- Talk

tion in conference proceedings

Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2024). The BRI 2.0 and the role of Nepal as a south-southeast Asian connector. In
Aleksandar Miti, Katarina Zaki (Ed.), Conference proceedings: The 4th “Dialogues on China” International
Academic Conference. (pp. 382-402). Belgrado: Institute of International Politics and Economics.

Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2025). China in the Sahel Region: A Game- Changer for Atlantic Competition?. 23rd
Annual Conference of the Transatlantic Studies Association.

Santos, T. B. (2025). The Global Gateway's Eastern Push: EU-China Connectivity and the case of Kazakhstan.
EGA 2025 - Europe as Global Actor.

Santos, T. B. & borges, D. (2025). Connecting South-Central-Southeast Asia: Nepal as a Key Hub for BRI 2.0
Success. IV Congresso Internacional "Didlogos Interculturais Portugal-China".

Santos, T. B. (2025). A BRI 2.0 e o Papel do Nepal como um Conector Global. Conferéncias de Primavera 2025.

Santos, T. B. (2025). Energy Security and Economic Diversification: Saudi Arabia's Role in the CPEC. Xl
Congresso da Associacdo Portuguesa de Ciéncia Politica.

Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2024). Kazakhstan as the Hub for EU-China Connectivity: Prospects and Challenges.
CESRAN 2024 - 11th Annual Conference on International Studies.


https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/o-que-portugal-pretende-no-sahel-seguranca-ou-notoriedade/106783
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/o-que-portugal-pretende-no-sahel-seguranca-ou-notoriedade/106783
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/o-eixo-russo-sino-paquistanes-a-evolucao-de-um-novo-eixo-e-os-efeitos-do-conflito-russo-ucraniano/103896
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/o-eixo-russo-sino-paquistanes-a-evolucao-de-um-novo-eixo-e-os-efeitos-do-conflito-russo-ucraniano/103896
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-bri-20-and-the-role-of-nepal-as-a-south-southeast-asian-connector/106452
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-bri-20-and-the-role-of-nepal-as-a-south-southeast-asian-connector/106452
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-bri-20-and-the-role-of-nepal-as-a-south-southeast-asian-connector/106452
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/china-in-the-sahel-region-a-game--changer-for-atlantic-competition/112409
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/china-in-the-sahel-region-a-game--changer-for-atlantic-competition/112409
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-global-gateways-eastern-push-eu-china-connectivity-and-the-case-of-kazakhstan/111469
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/the-global-gateways-eastern-push-eu-china-connectivity-and-the-case-of-kazakhstan/111469
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/connecting-south-central-southeast-asia-nepal-as-a-key-hub-for-bri-20-success/111468
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/connecting-south-central-southeast-asia-nepal-as-a-key-hub-for-bri-20-success/111468
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-bri-20-e-o-papel-do-nepal-como-um-conector-global/111467
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/energy-security-and-economic-diversification-saudi-arabias-role-in-the-cpec/109973
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/energy-security-and-economic-diversification-saudi-arabias-role-in-the-cpec/109973
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/kazakhstan-as-the-hub-for-eu-china-connectivity-prospects-and-challenges/105980
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/kazakhstan-as-the-hub-for-eu-china-connectivity-prospects-and-challenges/105980

Santos, T. B. (2024). The Impact of BRI on South Asian regional dynamics: the role of the Sino-Pakistani axis.
Coléquio Doutoral ESPP - 10? Edicdo.

8 Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2024). Novas Estratégias de Conexdo Continental Gwadar-Singapura: o Caso da
Conexdo CPEC-CICPEC. Conferéncias de Primavera 2024.

° Santos, T. B. (2024). O China-Pakistan Economic Corridor e a sua Metamorfose: Novas Parcerias Regionais no
Seio da Pedra Basilar da Iniciativa Faixa e Rota. Conferéncias de Primavera 2024,

10 Santos, T. B. (2024). New Results on the BRI Impacts on South Asia through the Sino-Pakistani Axis: Strategies
of Regional Penetration. Conferéncias de Primavera 2024 - Young Scholars.

1 Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2024). The BRI 2.0 and the role of Nepal as a South-Southeast Asian Connector.
Dialogues on China 2024.

12 Santos, T. B. & Costa, C. M. (2024). Analysing Multidimensional Cooperation Between the Nowruz Cultural
Sphere and the Ibero-American World: The Case of Iran-Venezuela Cooperation. First Academic Dialogue
among Scholars of the Nowruz Cultural Sphere and the Ibero-American World.

13 Santos, T. B. (2024). A Brief Introduction on China's Effects on South Asian Regional Dynamics through the
BRI. Seminar on China and the Portuguese-Speaking Countries.

14 Santos, T. B. (2023). O China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) no contexto da ligacdo da RSM com a NRS -
Continuidades histéricas que moldam o Presente. Ill Congresso Internacional "Didlogos Interculturais
Portugal-China".

15 Santos, T. B. (2023). The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on South Asian regional dynamics: the role
of the Sino-Pakistani axis. Conferéncia de celebragdo dos 10 anos CEl-Iscte.

16

Santos, T. B. (2023). The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on South Asian regional dynamics: the role
of the Sino-Pakistani axis. Conferéncias de Primavera 2023 - Young Scholars.

e Other Publications
- Other publications

Santos, T. B. (2024). China-Central Asia Cooperation for Regional Development: China Role on Kyrgyzstan's
Road to “Defragilization” . State Building and Fragility Monitor. 10, 59-72

Santos, T. B. & Borges, D. (2024). The Ongoing CPEC-CIPEC Connectivity and the Promotion of Central Asia as
a Hub for Southeast Asia. State Building and Fragility Monitor. 10, 94-106

Santos, T. B. (2023). Os BRICS e a Nova Ordem Multipolar: A significancia do alargamento para o embate EUA-
China. Observa China.

- Master's Dissertation

Santos, T. B. (2022). As Relac¢8es Sino-Paquistanesas e o Equilibrio de Poder no Indo-Pacifico (1972-2020).
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Organization/Coordination of Events

Type of Event Title Organizer

Year
Organization/Coordination
Member of scientific event's Conferéncias de Primavera - 2024 Centro Cientifico e 2023 -
organizing committee Cultural de Macau 2024

Scientific Editing/Reviewing Activities

Type of Activity Journal Title ISSN/Quartile Serio Language
Member of scientific Frontiers in Political Science 2673-3145/Q1 2024 -  English
journal editing staff

2025



