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PhD in African Studies, Vasco Martins is Assistant Professor at Iscte (University Institute of Lisbon) and a researcher at the
Centre for International Studies at the same institution. His research focuses on issues related to citizenship and
informality, ethnicity and the politics of memory, with a particular focus on the Southern African region. He has been
published in international journals such as African Studies Review, Citizenship Studies, Journal of Southern African Studies,
Journal of African History, among others. Author of the book Colonialism, Ethnicity and War in Angola (Routledge, 2021), he
is also Director of the journal Cadernos de Estudos Africanos.
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Academic Qualifications

University/Institution Type Degree Period

ISCTE-Instituto Universitário de
Lisboa

PhD PhD in African Studies 2016

University of London M.Sc. MSc Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict 2009
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Universidade do Minho Licenciate Relações Internacionais
(International Relations)

2007

Teaching Activities

Teaching Year Sem. Course Name Degree(s) Coord
.

2025/2026 2º Governance and Globalization Master Degree in Political Science; Yes

2025/2026 2º Research Design Master Degree in African Studies; No

2025/2026 2º Conflicts, Peace-Building and
International Regulation

Master Degree in International
Studies;

No

2025/2026 1º African Diasporas, Migrations and
Rights

Yes

2025/2026 1º Master Dissertation in African
Studies

Master Degree in African Studies; Yes

2025/2026 1º Theoretical Seminar in African
Studies I

Doctorate Degree (PhD) in African
Studies;

Yes

2025/2026 1º Contemporary Africa: History and
leading actors

Institutional Degree in Escola de
Sociologia e Políticas Públicas;

Yes

2025/2026 1º Introduction to Political Science Bachelor Degree in Political Science; No

2025/2026 1º History of Africa Master Degree in African Studies; Yes

2024/2025 2º State and Politics in Africa Institutional Degree in Escola de
Sociologia e Políticas Públicas;

Yes

2024/2025 2º Governance and Globalization Master Degree in Political Science; Yes

2024/2025 2º Research Design Master Degree in African Studies; No

2024/2025 2º Conflicts, Peace-Building and
International Regulation

Master Degree in International
Studies;

No

2024/2025 1º African Social and Cultural Dynamics Master Degree in African Studies; Yes

2024/2025 1º Economy and Power in Africa Yes

2024/2025 1º African Diasporas, Migrations and
Rights

Yes

2024/2025 1º Master Dissertation in African
Studies

Master Degree in African Studies; Yes
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 • Ph.D. Thesis
    - Ongoing
 

 

 • M.Sc. Dissertations
    - Ongoing
 

2024/2025 1º Theoretical Seminar in African
Studies I

Doctorate Degree (PhD) in African
Studies;

Yes

2024/2025 1º Contemporary Africa: History and
leading actors

Institutional Degree in Escola de
Sociologia e Políticas Públicas;

Yes

2022/2023 1º Theoretical Seminar in African
Studies I

Doctorate Degree (PhD) in African
Studies;

No

2022/2023 1º Theoretical Seminar in African
Studies I

Doctorate Degree (PhD) in African
Studies;

No

Supervisions

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Jose Marcos Mavungo Petróleo e Instituições em
Cabinda (2002-2018):
Benção, Maldição ou
Oportunidade?

Portuguese Developing Iscte

2 Cristina Gemmino Angola e Moçambique
(1975-1992): a cidadania
cultural e a representação
étnica em foco

Portuguese Developing Iscte

3 Kiluanje Liberdade The representation of the
MPLA in Angolan
propaganda cinema: 1961-
2008 (in PT)

English Developing Universidade do
Minho

Student Name Title/Topic Language Status Institution

1 Tina Ese Odion Analysing the Sectoral
Impact of Nigeria's
Emigration (Japa) in the
Post-Pandemic Era: A
Focus on IT Professionals
and their Destinations
(United Kingdom)

English Delivered Iscte

2 Catarina Correia Women and political
protest - Popular revolts in
Mozambique (in PT)

English Developing Iscte

3 Gabrielle Daria Gilles Biodiversity and
development in SSA

-- Developing Iscte

4 Çaglanaz Kundakci Governing a Maritime
Chokepoint: China’s BRI
Infrastructure and the
Transformation of
Djibouti’s Strategic Role

-- Developing Iscte
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    - Concluded
 

 
 
 

 
 

 • Scientific Journals
    - Scientific journal paper
 

5 Cuie Liu Memory Politics in Chinese
Textbooks: The Korean
War Narrative and Its
Security Implications

-- Developing Iscte

6 Zeferina Ngonga Cudiana
Manuel

The Phenomenon of
School Dropout Among
Youth Aged 15 to 18 in
Angola’s Public Schools
(2015–2025)

-- Developing Iscte

7 Leaynet Sahilu Woldeleul The Rastas in Ethiopia -- Developing Iscte

8 Mauro Barros The Influence of Jonas
Savimbi's Political Thought
Nowadays

English Developing Iscte

Student Name Title/Topic Language Institution Concluding
Year

1 Maria Victoria
Joaquim Cedermark

Understanding the use of
Private Military and Security
Companies in Mali, Burkina
Faso and Niger

English Iscte 2025

2 Diakenga Lucas Victor PROJECT TO OBTAIN A
MASTER´S TITLE

Portuguese Iscte 2025

3 Benhamquerem
Bernardo Indem

Women´s organizations of the
liberation movements in
Angola.

Portuguese Iscte 2024

4 Gabriel Batalha
Ulombe

In the twilight of exclusion:
Connections to the legacy of
the Ovimbundu´s
embarrassing identities (2002-
2022)

Portuguese Iscte 2022

Total Citations

Web of Science® 58

Scopus 49

Publications

1 Martins, Vasco (2024). Revolution, morality, and heroism in Angola. e-Journal of Portuguese History. 21 (2),
223-245
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 1
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    - Review article
 

 

 • Books and Book Chapters
    - Book author
 

2 Martins, Vasco (2022). ‘Grande Herói da Banda’: The Political Uses of the Memory of Hoji ya Henda in Angola.
Journal of African History. 63 (2), 231-247
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 1
 - Times Cited Scopus: 3
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 6

3 Martins, Vasco (2021). Hegemony, Resistance and Gradations of Memory: The Politics of Remembering
Angola's Liberation Struggle. History and Memory. 33 (2), 80
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 10
 - Times Cited Scopus: 10
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 18

4 Martins, Vasco (2020). “A nossa lâmpada não se apaga”: The Mnemonic Return of Angola’s Jonas Savimbi.
African Studies Review. 64 (1), 242-265
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 12
 - Times Cited Scopus: 9
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 20

5 Martins, Vasco & Miguel Cardina (2019). A Memory of Concrete: Politics of Representation and Silence in the
Agostinho Neto Memorial. Kronos. 45 (1)
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 4
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 17

6 Martins, Vasco (2017). Politics of power and hierarchies of citizenship in Angola. Citizenship Studies. 21 (1),
100-115
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 24
 - Times Cited Scopus: 18
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 35

7 Martins, V. (2015). Ovimbundu identity attributions in post-war Angola. Journal of Southern African Studies. 41
(4), 853-867
 - Times Cited Web of Science®: 7
 - Times Cited Scopus: 8
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 25

1 Martins, Vasco (2021). John Spall. Manhood, Morality and the Transformation of Angolan Society: MPLA
Veterans and Post-war Dynamics. Rochester: James Currey, 2020.  African Studies Review. 1-3

2 Martins, Vasco (2020). Political identities, legitimacy and the Angolan civil war. Journal of Southern African
Studies.

3 Martins, Vasco (2018). Review of Working the System: A Political Ethnography of the New Angola. H-Net
Reviews.

4 Martins, Vasco (2016). A estranha oligarquia: o magnifico mito de Angola  (A strange oligarchy: the
magnificent myth of Angola). Relações Internacionais. 50, 147-150

1 Martins, Vasco (2021). Colonialism, Ethnicity and War in Angola. Informa UK Limited.

5

https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/grande-heroi-da-banda-the-political-uses-of-the-memory-of-hoji-ya-henda-in-angola/95652
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/grande-heroi-da-banda-the-political-uses-of-the-memory-of-hoji-ya-henda-in-angola/95652
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/hegemony-resistance-and-gradations-of-memory-the-politics-of-remembering-angolas-liberation-struggle/95653
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/hegemony-resistance-and-gradations-of-memory-the-politics-of-remembering-angolas-liberation-struggle/95653
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-nossa-lampada-nao-se-apaga-the-mnemonic-return-of-angolas-jonas-savimbi/95651
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-nossa-lampada-nao-se-apaga-the-mnemonic-return-of-angolas-jonas-savimbi/95651
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-memory-of-concrete-politics-of-representation-and-silence-in-the-agostinho-neto-memorial/95655
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-memory-of-concrete-politics-of-representation-and-silence-in-the-agostinho-neto-memorial/95655
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/politics-of-power-and-hierarchies-of-citizenship-in-angola/30509
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/politics-of-power-and-hierarchies-of-citizenship-in-angola/30509
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/ovimbundu-identity-attributions-in-post-war-angola/25150
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/ovimbundu-identity-attributions-in-post-war-angola/25150
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/john-spall-manhood-morality-and-the-transformation-of-angolan-society-mpla-veterans-and-post-war/104355
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/john-spall-manhood-morality-and-the-transformation-of-angolan-society-mpla-veterans-and-post-war/104355
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/political-identities-legitimacy-and-the-angolan-civil-war/104354
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/political-identities-legitimacy-and-the-angolan-civil-war/104354
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/review-of-working-the-system-a-political-ethnography-of-the-new-angola/104356
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/review-of-working-the-system-a-political-ethnography-of-the-new-angola/104356
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-estranha-oligarquia-o-magnifico-mito-de-angola--a-strange-oligarchy-the-magnificent-myth-of-angola/104352
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/a-estranha-oligarquia-o-magnifico-mito-de-angola--a-strange-oligarchy-the-magnificent-myth-of-angola/104352
https://ciencia.iscte-iul.pt/publications/colonialism-ethnicity-and-war-in-angola/95654


 
    - Book chapter
 

 

 • Conferences/Workshops and Talks
    - Talk
 

 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 26

1 Martins, Vasco (2025). Políticas de memória e silêncio: a luta de libertação de Angola em tempos pós-
coloniais. In A guerra colonial e as lutas de libertação: memória, política e usos do passado.: Imprensa da
Universidade de Coimbra.

2 Martins, Vasco (2025). Controvérsias históricas, Netoscapes e a memória pública em Luanda . In A guerra
colonial e as lutas de libertação: memória, política e usos do passado.: Imprensa da Universidade de
Coimbra.

3 Seabra, Pedro & Martins, Vasco (2025). Angola. In Evert Kleynhans; Marco Wyss;  (Ed.), The Handbook of
African Defence and Armed Forces. (pp. 454-468).: Oxford University PressOxford.

4 Martins, Vasco (2023). Politics of Memory and Silence: the Liberation Struggle in Angola in Post- Colonial
Times. In The Portuguese Colonial War and the African Liberation Struggles. (pp. 31-46). London: Routledge.

5 Martins, Vasco (2023). Historical controversies, Netoscapes and public memory in Luanda. In The Portuguese
Colonial War and the African Liberation Struggles. (pp. 113-129). London: Routledge.
 - Times Cited Scopus: 1
 - Times Cited Google Scholar: 2

6 Martins, Vasco (2018). Independência de Angola, 1975 (The Independence of Angola, 1975). In Miguel Cardina
and Bruno Sena Martins (Ed.), As voltas do passado. A guerra colonial e as lutas de libertação.: Tinta-da-China.

7 Martins, Vasco (2016). Segurança, etnicidade e nacionalismo. In Raquel Duque, Diogo Noivo e Teresa de
Almeida e Silva (Ed.), Segurança Contemporânea. (pp. 85-98). Lisboa: PACTOR.

1 Martins, Vasco (2025). Dinâmicas de democracia em países de língua oficial portuguesa. XII Congresso
Associação Portuguesa de Ciência Política.

2 Martins, Vasco (2025). The politics of opposition and Angola’s citizenship woes. XII Congresso Associação
Portuguesa de Ciência Política.

3 Martins, Vasco (2025). The politics of opposition and Angola’s citizenship woes. 12ª Conferência Ibérica de
Estudos Africanos.

4 Martins, Vasco (2023). A nossa lâmpada não se apaga: the return of Jonas Savimbi in Angola. 9th ECAS -
European Conference on African Studies.

5 Martins, Vasco (2023). Post-identity citizenship? The Dynamics of Contemporary Citizenship in Angola. XI
Congresso da Associação Portuguesa de Ciência Política, Faculdade de Artes e Letras da Universidade da
Beira Interior.

6 Martins, Vasco (2022). Cristianismo, Etnicidade e Modernidade: o impacto das missões religiosas em Angola.
Seminário Grupo de Trabalho Policredos do Centro de Estudos Sociais da Universidade de Coimbra.
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7 Martins, Vasco (2022). Apresentação do livro Colonialism, Ethnicity and War in Angola. Seminário de Estudos
para a Paz do Doutoramento em Relações Internacionais da Faculdade de Economia da Universidade de
Coimbra.

8 Martins, Vasco (2022). A nossa lâmpada não se apaga’: memórias de Jonas Savimbi em Angola. 11º Congresso
Ibérico de Estudos Africanos, Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa.

9 Martins, Vasco (2022). Poder Político e as Memórias da Luta de Libertação de Angola. Segundo Congresso de
Angolanística, Angola Research Network.

10 Martins, Vasco (2021). nossa lâmpada não se apaga? Memórias de Jonas Savimbi em Angola. XIV Congresso
Luso-Afro-Brasileiro, Centro de Estudos Sociais da Universidade de Coimbra.

11 Martins, Vasco (2021). Hegemonia e disputa: poder política e as memórias da luta de libertação de Angola. O
Silêncio da Terra: Visualidades (Pós)Coloniais intercetadas pelo Arquivo da Diamang, organizada pelo Instituto
de Ciências Sociais da Universidade do Minho.

12 Martins, Vasco (2021). Apresentação do livro Colonialism, Ethnicity and War in Angola. Seminario
Doutoramento em Estudos Culturais do Instituto de Ciências Sociais da Universidade do Minho.

13 Martins, Vasco (2021). Apresentação do livro Colonialism, Ethnicity and War in Angola. Pensar África –
Seminário Permanente em Estudos Africanos.

14 Martins, Vasco & Moorman, Marissa (2020). A luta de libertação e construção da nação em Angola. Seminário
Centro de Comunicação e Sociedade da Universidade do Minho.

15 Martins, Vasco (2020). Memória, moralidade e imaginários políticos: o Estado e a juventude angolana. A
Juventude Angolana e os Desafios do Futuro: Forças e Fraquezas,  Angolan Research Network e ISDC -
International Security and Development Center.

16 Martins, Vasco (2019). Do medo à esperança: o ressurgir da memória de Jonas Savimbi em Angola. Primeiro
Congresso Internacional de Angolanística: novos caminhos para Angola no séc. XXI.

17 Martins, Vasco (2019). Memorias dominantes? Nuance e divergência na memorializacão da luta de libertação
de Angola. Ecos da História: Memória, Comunicação e Silêncio na Luta de Libertação de Angola, Faculdade de
Ciências Sociais da Universidade Agostinho Neto.

18 Martins, Vasco (2019). All quiet on the memory front: power narratives in Angola's liberation war. Memory
Studies Association Congress.

19 Martins, Vasco (2018). Apresentação do livro As voltas do passado. A guerra colonial e as lutas de libertação,
Lisboa: Tinta-da-China. VIII Colóquio Revisitar o desenvolvimento em Angola como saber e o saber fazer das
ciências sociais, Faculdade de Ciências Sociais da Universidade Agostinho Neto.

20 Martins, Vasco (2018). “Em Nambuangongo a gente lembra, a gente esquece”: struggles for the memory of
liberation in Angola. Memories in motion: Transnational and migratory perspectives in memory processes.

21 Martins, Vasco (2018). Jonas Savimbi: memórias de um tempo que ainda não passou. Heróis e Vilões:
representações a partir dos Estudos da Memória e dos Estudos de Género.

22 Martins, Vasco (2016). “Limited claims and low expectations: political power and popular demand in Angola.
African Studies Association UK Conference.
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